
Pilots flying in California are re-
minded to be aware of Temporary 
Flight Restrictions (TFRs) estab-
lished around wildfires. These 
areas typically result in intensive  
fire-fighting aircraft activity. The 
“postcard” below, developed by 
the federal Bureau of Land Man-
agement’s Fire and Aviation Direc-
torate, provides guidance on keep-
ing clear of smoke and TFRs. Also, 
pilots should remember that, dur-
ing fire events, the operational  
tempo increases greatly at airports 
with established fire-fighting 
“attack” bases, as well as at air-
ports located near a fire that be-

come temporary hubs for fire-
fighting aircraft, both  
helicopters and fixed-wing.  
Please . . . Stay at least five nautical 
miles from the smoke. Report sus-
picious smoke to the nearest flight 
service station.  
Check NOTAM’s prior to every 
flight! 1-800 WX BRIEF 1-800 992-
7433  
Size of restricted area varies with 
every incident. Even a single small 
cloud of smoke could already have 
firefighting aircraft on scene.  
More information can be found at: 
http://airspacecoordination.org  
TFRs can be found on the Federal 
Aviation  

Aviation is an endeavor that 
knows no boundaries. In the 
sky, no lines separate one 
city’s air from another; the 
clouds of one state from its 
neighboring state, or even the 
winds of a nation from flowing 
into another. It is with a 
recognition that what hap-
pens in one state will likely 
occur in another that the Unit-
ed States Pilots Association 
was created. Intended to im-
prove the communications 
between State Pilots Associa-
tions, the California Pilots 
Association is a member of 
this unique organization. 
The following is a letter from 
Jan Hoynacki, Executive Direc-
tor, providing a clearer under-
standing of the USPA’s goals 

and strategy. 
 
The United States Pilots Associa-
tion is a national non-profit or-
ganization of pilots.  Unlike most 
others, we are a unique organiza-
tion which is operated and man-
aged under the control of its 
members.  We are organized to 
promote and develop the grass 
roots of aviation by coordinating 
the communications between our 
member state pilots' associations, 
their respective members, our 
local chapters, and our individual 
members.  We encourage and 
invite your participation in our 
many aviation activities at the 
national, state, and local lev-
els.  Members come from all pro-
fessions and trades, but all share 

a common bond in their love for 
flying.  We have qualified as an 
exempt organization under Sec-
tion 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code. 
 

We have as our goal the encour-
agement of pilot education and 
safety through educational, civic, 
recreational, and patriotic activi-
ties for our members and others 
interested in aviation. The prima-
ry focus of our association is to 
assist in the development of 
strong and effective statewide 
pilots’ associations, each of which 
supports the development of local 
chapters that serve the aviation 
interests of their members and 
the community. We also foster 
the development of active local 

See Pilots (Continued on page 11) 

We Are Not Alone: State Pilots Associations Cooperate 

Aviation Safety and the 2015 Wildfire Season 

CALPILOTS 

 Supporting and Serving Aviation 

Statewide 

 We are a non-profit public mutual Califor-

nia Corporation formed in 1949 and a 

Federal 501(c)(3). 

 You can help to get the message out by 

joining us. After all, if not you, who will 

protect your airport? 
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This issue of the Airport Advocate is being more widely distributed than most. So, because it's likely you 
may not already be familiar with the California Pilots Association I'll provide just a bit of background on 
the Association. 
 

First off, CalPilots is primarily an advocacy organization. Chartered as an IRC 501(c)3 tax-exempt mutual 
benefit corporation, the Association serves to protect, preserve, and promote California's General Avia-
tion Community and Airports. CalPilots maintains a working relationship with the California Division of 
Aeronautics and the Federal Aviation Association.  
 

It's also important to notice the things that CalPilots is not. Its' not a highly social organization. We like 
to use our funds on activities that directly affect our purpose so you'll see a single annual meeting. 
When we travel to attend aviation events, we go with the purpose to educate the public on the benefits 
of general aviation. 
 

CalPilots began assisting casual groups of pilots obtain their own legal identities with the creation of a 
Chapter structure. In addition to becoming state-chartered Corporations, these new organizations also 
received 501(c)3 status through CalPilots own IRS Group Exemption. More than 25 associations are cur-
rently identified as CalPilots Chapters. 
 

For the CalPilots veterans, this edition of the California Pilot's Association newsletter, Airport Advocate, 
will look a little different from what you've seen in the past. First off, the number of pages has been 
increased. This provides additional space to bring you more information about issues regarding Califor-
nia's airports. Additionally, we're seeking more interaction with CalPilots Chapters and other aviation 
associations. Reports on activities they are engaged in are welcome! 
 

Secondly, there are a few more advertisements in this issue. We'll make a conscious effort to make sure 
that our focus remains on the primary subject, but advertising sales does help offset the cost of printing 
and distributing the newsletter. I encourage you to patronize those businesses that support CalPilots by 
advertising in Airport Advocate. 
 

I invite you to join the California Pilots Association. It doesn't matter if you're an AOPA or EAA or NBAA 
member, CalPIlots is the primary voice for General Aviation in the state and your support makes our 
voice stronger in the halls of the Capitol. 
 

CalPilots is staffed by volunteers who believe aviation is worth protecting. By working diligently to keep 
our administrative costs low, nearly every penny of your membership dues is kept within the Associa-

See Presidents corner (Continued on page 7) 

Presidents Corner by Corl Leach 

“CalPilots is a 100% 
volunteer entity, an 

organization that 
has achieved a 

remarkable number 
of accomplishments 

even while 
functioning in the 

"spare time" 
segment of its 
leadership.” 

“It's also important 
to notice the things 
that CalPilots is not. 
Its' not a highly 
social organization. 
We like to use our 
funds on activities 
that directly affect 
our purpose so 
you'll see a single 
annual meeting. 
When we travel to 
attend aviation 
events, we go with 
the purpose to 
educate the public 
on the benefits of 
general aviation.” 
 
 

Become a 

Fan of Our 

Facebook 

Page 

Would Consider Any Flight 
Under 350 Feet As A Viola-
tion 
 

The California general as-
sembly is considering a 
modified UAV trespass bill 
that would make any flight 
over private property at an 
altitude under 350 feet a 
violation of the state's tres-
passing law. 
The bill as modified says 
that liability for "wrongful 
occupation of real property 
and damages to a person 
who operates an unmanned 
aircraft or unmanned air-
craft system, as defined, 

California Modifies Proposed UAV Trespass Bill  

less than 350 feet above 
ground level within the 
airspace overlaying the 
real property, without the 
consent of the landowner 
express permission of the 
person or entity with the 
legal authority to grant 
access or without legal 
authority." 
 

Basically it means that if 
you don't have the ex-
press permission of the 
property owner, you can 
be charged with a crime if 
you fly your UAV under 
350 feet. The FAA limits 
most UAV flights to an 

altitude of 400 feet. 
 

For the purpose of the 
bill, "Unmanned air-
craft" means an aircraft 
that is operated with-
out the possibility of 
direct human interven-
tion from within or on 
the aircraft. 
"Unmanned aircraft 
system" means an un-
manned aircraft and 
associated elements, 
including communica-
tion links and the com-
ponents that control 
the unmanned aircraft, 
that are required for 

the pilot in command to 
operate safely and efficient-
ly in the national airspace 
system. 
 

Previously, the bill would 
have only made such flights 
a crime if the UAV operator 
knowingly violated the 
landowner's rights, and 
captured still or video imag-
es or audio recording, and 
(the 'ands' are important 
here) that image or record-
ing of the plaintiff showed 
them "engaging in a pri-
vate, personal, or familial 

See UAV (Continued on page 7) 

http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
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Chris Novotny is becoming the Director of Com-
munications. An 8-year pilot and self-described 
relative newcomer to aviation, Chris brings a 
long history of work in the technology arena. He 
started his own company doing technology con-
sulting covering all aspects of the IT world 
and currently works as technology project man-
ager for a local hospital. His experience will be 
put to good use managing the numerous web-
based information and service components 
of CalPilots informational processes. 

The California Pilots Association welcomes two additions to its 
roster of enthusiastic volunteers.  

CalPilots  
Welcomes the 

“Redlands  
Airport 

Association”  

as our newest  

Chapter   

'Pilot Getaways' Editor in Chief John Kounis dies 

Dave Williams is CalPilots first volunteer to fill 
the newly created Chapter Administrator posi-
tion. The Chapter Administrator will head the 
effort to improve communications and regula-
tory interaction with those organiza-
tions participating in CalPilots IRC 501(c)3 
Group Exemption. Involved with the 
Half Moon Bay Airport Pilots Association 
(KHAF) for many years he recently 

helped guide them through 
a complex administrative 
process to assure their 
compliance with local, 
state, and federal corpo-
rate, nonprofit, and tax-
exemption regulations. 
Retired from United Air-
lines, he remains active in 
General Aviation piloting a 
Yak-55 in aerobatic compe-
tition. 

Brilliant and generous. 
A master of languages, and a savant with 
numbers. 
Loved by dogs. Possessing a seemingly 
endless supply of tasteless jokes. 
John Kounis was a pilot, NASA engineer, 
world traveler, and an irrepressibly posi-
tive force in aviation who co-founded Pilot 
Getaways magazine with his brother, 

George, and turned it into an authoritative 
source for pilots in search of adventure.   
Two weeks after returning from a Cessna 
185 ferry flight to Malaysia. 
Kounis, 51, died suddenly on July 13, near 
his home in Glendale, California.  
 
Scholarship fund 
AOPA has established a flight training 
scholarship to honor John Kounis’s legacy. 
Contributions to the John Kounis Memorial 
Scholarship can be made online or sent to 
the AOPA Foundation at 421 Aviation Way, 
Frederick, MD 21701. Please note the schol-
arship name on contributions. One hundred 
percent of the funds will go toward an avia-
tion scholarship for a student pilot. 

John Kounis with the Cessna 185 he ferried to Malaysia  

https://ebiz.aopa.org/Default.aspx?TabID=175&offercode=R1507WXMEM
https://ebiz.aopa.org/Default.aspx?TabID=175&offercode=R1507WXMEM
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CalPilots Annual Meeting 
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Gary Cathey was appoint-
ed Acting Chief of the 
California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), 
Division of Aeronautics in 
March, 2008 and received 
a permanent appoint-
ment in February, 2009.  
He is responsible for de-

veloping and implementing aeronautical statutes, 
regulations, and policies to sustain and promote avia-
tion in the State of California.  He ensures effective-
ness and efficiency for all management aspects of 
personnel, equipment, and fiscal matters related to 
the Division of Aeronautics.  He manages a staff of 25 
and a budget averaging $7.5 million per fiscal year.   
 

Last year, Gary retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Air Force Reserve where he was assigned to the 922 
Civil Engineer Flight at March Air Reserve Base in 
Riverside, CA.  
 

 He is a graduate of numerous Air Force professional 
military education and leadership development 
schools, including the Air Command and Staff College 
(2006).  Gary possesses an FAA Commercial Pilot Cer-
tificate with instrument rating for single and multi-
engine aircraft. 
He is a member of: the Aircraft Owners & Pilots Asso-

ciation, the Reserve Officers Association, the Ameri-
can Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials - Subcommittee on Aviation, and is Chair of 
the National Association of State Aviation Officials.  

California Pilots Annual Meeting Speakers 

Visit Caltrans Division 

of Aeronautics Web-

site for a lot of good 

information. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/

hq/planning/aeronaut/ 

Cal Trans Link to 

newsletters : 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/

hq/planning/aeronaut/

documents/newsletters/

index.htm 

proposed new regulations specifying how drones can 
be used in business. While more than three-quarters 
of people surveyed said they support some regula-
tion of drone use, the FindLaw survey found that 
people have mixed views on which specific re-
strictions they would like to see: 

 54% said drone operators must pass a 
knowledge test and obtain certification from the 
FAA, 

 37% said drones must always remain with the 
operator’s visual line of sight, 

 36% said drones cannot be flown over people 
who are not directly involved with the flight, 

 31% said drone flights must be limited to 500 
feet in altitude and 100 mph in speed, while 

 22% did not support any of these restrictions. 
 
The FindLaw survey was conducted using a survey of 
a demographically balanced sample of 1,000 Ameri-

Drone restrictions supported by majority of Americans 

NOTE 

“Please make 
your own hotel 
reservations. Sac-
ramento has 
many fine hotels 
to choose from, 
but be sure to 
make your reser-
vations as soon as 
possible.  

Rod Machado A pilot 
since 1970 and an 
active flight instructor 
since 1973, Rod is 
also a National Avia-
tion Safety Counselor. 
You might recognize 
Rod as the instructor 
on Microsoft Flight 
Simulator or as the 

author of seven aviation books. He has over 
10,000 hours of flight experience earned the 
hard way—one CFI hour at a time. Since 1978, 
Rod has taught hundreds and hundreds of flight 
instructor revalidation clinics and safety semi-
nars across the United States and Europe. He 
was named the 1991 Western Region Flight In-
structor of the Year  
   Rod is a professional speaker who travels 
across the United States and Europe delighting 
his listeners with upbeat and lively presenta-
tions. Machado truly loves mixing it up with the 
audience. His unusual talent for simplifying the 
difficult and adding humor to make the lessons 
stick has made him a popular lecturer both in 
and out of aviation. Rod speaks on both aviation 
and non-aviation topics, including risk assess-
ment, IFR charts, aviation weather, in-flight 
emergencies, and safety awareness. He is also 
known for his rapid fire, humorous banquet 
presentations  

While GA pilots have varied opinions about remotely 
piloted aircraft (RPA) — also known as drones or 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) — a new survey by 
FindLaw.com finds that an overwhelming majority of 
Americans say they support restrictions on the use of 
drones as they become more commonplace. 
The FindLaw.com survey says 78 percent of Ameri-
cans support at least some restrictions on the use of 
drones by businesses. 
In June, a drone successfully delivered medical sup-
plies to a clinic in Virginia, but concerns about safety 
remain, according to FindLaw.com officials. Firefight-
ers say a number of drones interfered with their 
fighting of a wildfire in California recently. And avia-
tion authorities in the UK report there have been at 
least six recent near-misses involving drones and 
commercial airliners. 
The use of drones for business or commercial pur-
poses, such as package delivery or news photog-
raphy, is currently banned in the U.S. The FAA has 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
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Aviation leaders meet to develop training standards 
for maintenance technicians 

 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — on Aug. 19, a group of aer-
ospace and aviation experts launched an effort 
to create global training standards for aviation 
maintenance technicians and other industry 
workers. 
This is the first new committee launched this 
year by ASTM International, one of the world’s 
largest standards development organizations. 
Called Committee F46 on Aerospace Personnel, 
the group aims to create consensus-driven 
standards that will help workers gain skills 
to adapt to new technologies and other ad-
vancements. 
The group also hopes that its efforts will 
strengthen the pipeline of workers due to the 
industry’s aging workforce and the growing de-
mand for air travel. Boeing, for example, recent-
ly reported that over the next 20 years, global 

aviation will add 38,000 planes requiring 
600,000 more technicians. 

AMT at Stevens Maintenance. Photo courte-
sy Stevens Maintenance 
The committee consists of a cross-section of 
industry, including manufacturers, suppliers, 
nonprofits, training institutes, governments 
and others. They are particularly interested 
in addressing the need for high-skilled work-
ers in areas such as aircraft assembly, avion-
ics, IT systems, repair stations and more. 
The group’s chairman, Sam Haycraft, a tech-
nician who founded jet-maintenance compa-
ny West Star Aviation, says, “Training stand-
ards need to reflect what technology is to-
day, not what it was 40 or 50 years ago.” 
The committee — whose meeting coincides 
with National General Aviation Maintenance 
and Manufacturing Week — will develop 
standards that define core competencies, 
providing a baseline for education, testing 
and certification requirements. These stand-
ards will help employers by providing a uni-
form expectation of knowledge and skills 
while also supporting broader efforts to 
attract and retain workers. 
Jim Sparks, an aviation maintenance profes-
sional on the committee, cites the FAA’s Next 
Generation Air Transportation System 
(NextGen) initiative as an example of why 
the group’s work is crucial. He says, “It has 
become increasingly critical for knowledge 
and skill standards to evolve in step with the 
rapid advancement in the aviation industry. 
Training, education and certification need to 
keep upr eady, ASTM International has de-
veloped many standards in areas such as 
airplanes and jet fuel. In 2013, the National 
Center for Aerospace and Transportation 
Technologies became part of ASTM, provid-
ing a boost to ASTM’s portfolio of personnel 
certification programs. 
 
August 20, 2015 by General Aviation News Staff.  

“This is the first new 
committee launched 
this year by ASTM In-
ternational, one of the 
world’s largest stand-
ards development or-
ganizations. 
Called Committee F46 
on Aerospace Person-
nel, the group aims to 
create consensus-
driven standards that 
will help workers gain 
skills to adapt to new 
technologies and other 
advancements.” 



“FAA design competition, 

proposes installing a solar-

powered drone detection 

and tracking system at 

airports, and affixing radio

-frequency detection tags 

to drones. .” 

tion, poised to carry on the mis-
sion to protect, preserve, and 
promote California's General 
Aviation Community and Air-
ports. 
 

The California Pilots Associa-
tion's annual meeting is just 
weeks away on October 24, 
2015 at the Sacramento Execu-
tive Airport. I hope you'll come 
enjoy the day of education, en-
tertainment, and eats! More 
information and a preregistra-
tion link are at 
www.calpilots.org. 

(Continued from page 2) Presidents corner 
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Students Invent Anti-Drone System  

 

With the FAA and the aviation community 

facing increasing pressure to find a way to 

keep UAS and airplanes separate, a group of 

four engineering students from the Universi-

ty of Rhode Island have proposed a solution. 

Their project, which took first place in an 

FAA design competition, proposes installing 

a solar-powered drone detection and track-

ing system at airports, and affixing radio-

frequency detection tags to drones. The 

system would alert air traffic controllers 

to the location of drones in their air-

space, and also would warn drone opera-

tors when their UAS enters the no-fly 

zone. The team traveled to Washington, 

D.C., last month to present their concept to 

FAA officials. 

According to the students' report (PDF), the 

system would be easy to install and main-

tain, and close to 100 percent reliable. The 

tags that would be attached to the UAS 

weigh less than an ounce and are equipped 

with an internal lithium battery with a life-

time of up to five years. The electronics re-

quired to alert the drone user could be in-

corporated into drone operating systems as 

a standard feature, according to the report, 

making the technology available at virtually 

no cost to the drone operators. 

The costs of installing the system 

could be up to $200,000 per air-

port, but the students note that's 

much less than the cost of even 

one accident caused by a jet en-

gine ingesting a drone  

By Mary Grady 

AVWeb biz Aug 12 

activity", and the invasion of 
privacy was "in a manner that 
is offensive to a reasonable 
person." 
 

Now it includes a blanket ban 
of anything under 350 feet. 
 

The bill is still working its way 
through the California legisla-
ture. It was last amended on 
June 30th. 

FMI: http://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
billNavClient.xhtml?
bill_id=201520160SB142 
 

Published in Aviation Regulation  
Written by  Editor - August 14, 2015  

(Continued from page 2) UAV 

http://www.calpilots.org
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB142
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB142
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB142
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB142
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As a joint-use airbase,  March ARB in the Riverside area now has a 
general aviation terminal for civilian operations. Because the
airport is a joint-use airfield, general aviation pilots may use 
March Air Reserve Base (RIV) and its 13,301-foot runway and 
extensive ramp space without needing a PPR or landing permit. 
Until recently, non-turbine aircraft using the field were handi-
capped by a non- availability of avgas. That has been corrected 
with the installation of a modern fueling facility having 100  LL 
avgas for our reciprocating-engined aircraft. 

The GA terminal includes a generous passenger lounge, state-of-
the-art theater room, flight-planning room, multi-media confer-
ence room, multi-media training room, and a Jet-A-Way Café. 
The cafe matches those at any other airport and Million Air, the 
FBO, has a crew van available for those of you that might fly in 
and need transportation. They can also arrange for a rental car 
to be brought to the facility for you. March’s tower is manned 
from 0700L-2300L. Operations outside of those hours are possi-
ble, but they do require a bit of a coordination effort. 

Million Air, the FBO, would have to be contacted if you 
should want to operate outside of normal hours. By the 
way, the official name for the civilian side of things is 

“The March Inland Port”. 

If you are flying into the Los Angeles area’s Inland Empire, 

you now have one more in your choice of airports as a

destination. East of Ontario International Airport are the 

airfields at Corona, Chino, Riverside, Flabob, and San Ber-

nardino (Rialto was closed this past year). If you choose 

the March Inland Port (KRIV), there is easy access to I-215 

and I-60. And maybe, if it isn’t a busy day, you can 

arrange to borrow the crew van and visit the March Air Mu-

seum. Being on the opposite side of the airfield from the 

FBO, the museum is well beyond walking distance. But 

check with Million Air, their contact is at (951) 247-2111 or 

send them an email (at lperez@rivfbo.com). 

For those with more of a business airplane, you might be 

interested to know that there is talk of constructing a 

20,000 sq. foot business hangar next to the GA terminal. 

You can learn more about the March Inland Port at

http://www.marchinlandport.ca/

March Air Reserve Base has a GA Terminal for Civilian Ops 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Aviation has been good to you, and you want to give back. 
How do you say thank you in a way that opens doors, allow-
ing others to reap the life-changing benefits you have enjoyed 
as a pilot? 
Some pilots become active in local and national aviation 
groups, participating in activities that bring aviation within 

reach of those with the dream, and the drive to succeed. 
Some pilots focus on one-on-one efforts, taking aspiring avia-
tors up for introductory flights, mentoring new pilots, or 
writing letters of recommendation that help win that first job 
interview. 
Another way pilots give back is by funding flight training 
scholarships—giving worthy applicants a leg up on a life in 
aviation, and helping general aviation stay strong. 
Ceci Stratford, of Simi Valley, California, has chosen all of the 
above methods of securing aviation’s future, for a very basic 
reason. 
"Aviation totally changed my life," she said in a telephone 
interview. "There was a complete paradigm shift after I got 
into aviation." 
That is why, in 2015, for the third time, the Ceci Stratford 
Flight Training Scholarships will fund three awards.  
"Each new pilot ensures that general aviation will continue to 
serve our communities and pave the way to careers that 

See Ceci (Continued on page 15) 

How to share aviation    Scholarships one way Ceci Stratford gives back 

Ceci Stratford 

mailto:lperez@rivfbo.com
http://www.marchinlandport.ca/
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The Big 6  5 Issues at KREI 

Redlands Airport (KREI) is a sleepy little neglected airport about 70 miles east of LA. Its home to about 250 aircraft, 

mine included.  

KREI is not as sexy as Santa Monica, but we too are having issues that give many of us concerns about the long term 

viability of our airport. This is really driven home as about a year ago we welcomed some refugees from Rialto Air-

port, L-67. 

 The issues we have been facing were pervasive enough to get a few crazy folks to organize and create the Redlands 

Airport Association (RAA).  I would give you our website address, but we don’t have one yet.  We just had our 1 year 

anniversary, have $300 in the bank, 145 “members” (only 21 have paid the $10 dues) and a few boots on the ground 

to deal with things. We have incorporated and done all necessary paperwork to become a 501 C3. We are also the 

newest chapter of Cal Pilots.   

It’s been a whole lot of work. It’s also been frustrating.  In addition to a city that uses the same folks that manage 

the cemetery to manage our airport we have many airport users that complain about airport issues, but don’t want 

to get involved to fix them. Yes, apathy is rampant.  In spite of all these challenges, we are seeing some cracks in the 

dam that hopefully will make it all worthwhile.  

There are 5 major issues affecting our airport that are currently the center of our focus. There are others but there 

just aren’t enough of us to tackle all of the issues at the same time. That’s an important point when you are dealing 

with airport issues. Know your limitations and tackle the critical ones first! 

Here’s our “Big 5” and some information about these issues:  

Housing Encroachment/Development near the Airport.  

A proposed zoning change and a 55 home development recently went to the city council for approval. The proposed 

development is adjacent to another tract that was questionably approved in 2008. The development is also under 

the crosswind approach for Runway 26 and the City established helicopter training pattern.  We have an active flight 

school that flies helicopter over this property all day at about 400’agl. It’s the largest business at REI. We all know 

how this will end if these homes are built.  As a result of many phone calls, letters and meetings with government 

officials, the council vote was delayed until October 6, 2015 to give the city time to hire an aviation consultant and 

attorney to advise them on the approval of this development. This one is work in progress.  
 

Citrus Reservoir Stockpile Removal   

California Department of water Resources (CDWR) is almost complete with their construction of a reservoir less than 

½ mile from the approach end of runway 26 at REI. How did that happen? Don’t the Caltrans Airport Land Use Plan-

ning handbook and the FAA AC’s document the hazards associated with building facilities in the airport influence 

area that attract birds? More about that in a few. .. 

They dug the hole for the reservoir and stacked over 100,000 cubic yards of fill dirt on private property “temporarily” 

going on 2 ½ years about 1000’ and slightly offset from the runway 26 final approach.  The property owner that in-

herited the stockpile thought he could make money selling the dirt and the contractor working for CDWR made out 

as he did not have to haul away the dirt. The County had given the property owner a temporary use permit for 2 

years until it was denied as a result of our efforts and the City of Redlands.  Cal Trans got some of the dirt removed 

that was considered an “obstruction”.   We recently convinced the County of San Bernardino to start code enforce-

ment action on the property owner who acquired the dirt as his permit has expired.  Work in progress.  
 

Future Citrus Reservoir Wildlife Issues and REI 

The 2009 CDWR approved Environmental Impact Report for this project states that appropriate design features and 

a wildlife management plan meeting FAA requirements will be required as a condition of the approval to construct 

this project. The RAA will work to insure the stated mitigation measure happens.   
 

Establishment of a Volunteer First Responders Group 

About 2 years ago, the City of Redlands removed a donated dedicated emergency pickup truck and most of the fire 

See Redlands (Continued on page 12) 

Redlands Airport (KREI) is a sleepy little neglected airport about 
70 miles east of LA 

“It’s been a whole 
lot of work. It’s 

also been 
frustrating.  In 

addition to a city 
that uses the 

same folks that 
manage the 
cemetery to 
manage our 

airport we have 
many airport 

users that 
complain about 

airport issues, but 
don’t want to get 

involved to fix 
them. Yes, apathy 

is rampant.  In 
spite of all these 

challenges, we are 
seeing some 

cracks in the dam 
that hopefully will 

make it all 
worthwhile.  
country. “ 
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and to have an influential role 
at all levels of government. 
 

For general aviation to survive, we 
must continue to unify and 
strengthen our voice. There is no 
better way to do this than by ac-
tive participation in the United 
States Pilots Association and in its 
affiliated state pilots’ organizations 
and local chapters. By sharing your 
experiences with your counter-
parts in the United States who 
have similar goals and objectives, 
you can enjoy flying, as well as 
help protect your right to continue 
to fly. 
Current members of the USPA 
include the State Pilots Associa-
tions of California, Colorado, Kan-
sas, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, New 
Mexico, and Texas. The United 
States Pilots Association website 
URL is: www.uspilots.org 

USPA chapters throughout the Unit-
ed States. We encourage mutual 
support among the states and local 
chapters and promote aviation 
safety and pilot education. Each 
affiliated state organization, our 
local chapters, and our individual 
members have representation on 
our board of directors, thus making 
us genuinely a member controlled 
organization. 
 

If you are interested in aviation, we 
believe that you can understand 
why there should be strong and 
effective pilots’ organizations in 
each state, as well as local chapters 
in each community. Many of the 
problems facing aviation today 
originate at the state or local level. 
Combining our local, state, and 
national organizations gives us the 
vitality and strength to be heard, 

(Continued from page 1) Pilots  
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equipment it contained from the airport. The keys for 

the truck were always in the vehicle in a carport at the 

airport. The City cited liability concerns about 

strangers driving then vehicle.  The nearest fire station 

is approximately 7-9 minutes away from REI. The last 

time there was an accident it took almost 20 minutes 

before fire crews arrived. The RAA is trying to get fire 

equipment back at REI. The City just received a $2500 

donation from Hangar 24 breweries for fire equipment 

The RAA has floated a proposal to the City to have 

some volunteers trained at the airport to act as first 

responders.  Work in progress.  
 

Managing Issues with Hangar 24’s Airfest events 

Hangar 24 Breweries has their anniversary celebration 

at REI. The events held previous to 2015 were a disas-

ter to airport users. They were a brewery party with a 

few airshow performers to wow the crowds and justi-

fy use of the airport. Even though Airfest was de-

scribed as a charity event there was no evidence of 

any donations going out until this year.  In 2014, air-

port tenants were locked out of their hangars by a 

chain link fence that went up on a Friday and came 

down on Sunday to define the crowd line. There was 

no reimbursement to airport businesses or users. The 

RAA in cooperation with the City of Redlands Airport 

Advisory Board and some support from City officials 

created an airshow committee to negotiate with 

Hangar 24. As a result the 2015 event was far better 

for all (including the Brewery) and the airport received 

$4k in donations.  The RAA wants to be sure that the 

same consideration of airport users will occur at the 

planned 2016 event. 
 

(Continued from page 10) Redlands 

 

“Words of advice 
for other chapters 
about dealing with 
airport issues; be 

tenacious and 
diligent. Don’t get 

emotional.  You 
need to work 

collaboratively 
with folks you 

may feel are your 
foes. Choose your 

words carefully 
and operate from 

a base of 
knowledge and a 

spirit of 
cooperation.” 
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The RAA was dealing with a 6th issue. As of a few days 

ago it appears to be resolved. The RAA in conjunction 

with EAA Chapter 845 and the Redlands Flying Club are 

planning a charitable event entitled  

“Stuff a Plane with Toys for Tots”. This is a Toys for Tots 

drive in conjunction with an airport open house, static 

exhibits and fly- in. The City of Redlands was asked if we 

could have the event at the airport. No closures, no im-

pact to operations. Even though it was not an airshow 

they consulted with the FAA. Very sketchy information 

was provided to the FAA by a city staffer. The FAA told 

the City it was not an aeronautical event and they could 

not support it. Well after a few phone calls and e-mails, 

we have satisfied the Feds and the City of Redlands. We 

are hoping this one is resolved. Mark your calendars to 

attend this event on October 24, 2015. An event flyer is 

included at the back of this article.  
 

Words of advice for other chapters about dealing with 

airport issues; be tenacious and diligent. Don’t get emo-

tional.  You need to work collaboratively with folks you 

may feel are your foes. Choose your words carefully and 

operate from a base of knowledge and a spirit of cooper-

ation. It’s a challenge to get some government officials to 

do their jobs. The wheels of government move real slow, 

so you won’t change things overnight. It takes a while. 

It’s like an ant moving a boulder.  
 

In closing, through all of this we have had the support of 

Cal Pilots. The advice and counsel they have provided has 

been tremendous. We know we still have a way to go, 

but I can say the best thing the RAA has ever done be-

sides organizing is to become a chapter of Cal Pilots. 

Thanks to all that have assisted! 
 

Ted Gablin  

President, Redlands Airport Association 

mailto:peter.albiez@calpilots.org
http://www.calpilots.org/
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CALPILOTS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
All member information is confidential 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
1 

Home Airport: ____________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________ City __________________________State :_____
2 

Zip:______________ 

Home Phone: (___)___-_______ Work Phone: (___)___-_______FAX: (___)___-___________ Cell Phone (___)____-__________ 

Email:_________________________________ Aircraft__________________________________ N#___________________________  

Membership Options  Please Circle One        New       Renewal        Individual: $35           Pilot Organization: $50          

       Aviation Business: $50          Business Partnership: $250        Lifetime: $500   Additional Donation $_____________  

Please send your check with the application, or fill out credit card information. MasterCard ___ or VISA ___  

Card# ______________________________________________________________    Expiration Date ______/______/_________  

 

Signature ___________________________________________________________ Date__________________________________  

CALPILOTS is a 501(c)(3) organization — membership dues and donations may be tax deductible. 

Donation $  3 PAC Donation $    (Political Action Committee- not tax deductible) 

3 
Occupation__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Employer_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1. Required 

2. (4 Digit ZIP Extension required for newsletter delivery, please provide if known)3. For Political Action Committee (PAC) donations over $100, 

above information required by law  

Renewals or New Memberships only please mail to: California Pilots Association ,1414 K St., 3rd Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814 

>>Note: Please use the above  address only for membership applications and renewals<< 

YOU MAY ALSO JOIN OR RENEW ON LINE AT OUR WEBSITE : www.calpilots.org  
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many pilots aspire to," she said.  
As if her personal philanthropy 
were not enough of an expression 
of gratitude for aviation’s pivotal 
role in her life, Stratford estimates 
that she has flown approximate-
ly700 introductory flights for the 
Experimental Aircraft Association’s 
Young Eagles program. She men-
tors individual pilots as they learn 
to fly or launch on aviation career 
tracks. When she was a new pilot, 
Stratford joined The Ninety-Nines, 
and remains a tireless champion of 
the organization’s initiatives to 
increase the ranks of women who 
fly. She is also a  member of the 
California Pilots Association. 
Her efforts have earned Stratford 
both chapter and regional Woman 
Pilot of the Year honors. Citing 40 
years of stagnant statistics, she 

(Continued from page 9) Ceci  

continues to make the case, and ask the question, 
"The need for women pilots is really important. 
Why aren’t there more women pilots out there?"   
Although many new pilots need financial support, 
and moral support, aviation’s sense of community 
is the true glue that binds the general aviation pop-
ulation together—and you will find Stratford play-
ing a support role there too.  
She recently hosted a social gathering at "the big, 
beautiful hangar" she acquired "as a retirement 
treat" at California’s Whiteman Airport, where she 
houses her Piper Cherokee 180 single-engine air-
plane, and where she learned to fly at the begin-
ning of her life in aviation, now dedicated to mak-
ing the dream a reality for a new generation of 
pilots. 
For information about how you can fund a flight 
training scholarship, contact the AOPA Foundation 
by email, or call 301/695-2037  

 

FEDERAL AND STATE CONTACTS 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20590 

FAX (202) 456-2461 

president@whitehouse.gov 

 

Secretary of Transportation 

Ray LaHood 

U. S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Phone (202) 366-4000 

Dot.gov.comments@ost.dot.gov  

 

FAA Administrator Michael P. Huerta 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

Phone (202) 366-4000  

1-866-835-532 

Contact FAA 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 916-445-2841 

Fax: 916-445-4633 

http://www.govmail.ca.gov 

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3553 

Web Form: boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/ 

 

Senator Diane Feinstein 

Hart Senate Office Building 112 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3841 

http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?

FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe 

 

Congressman Rep. Eric Swalwell (D)15th District 

1713 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-2631 

Fax: (202) 225-2699 

http://swalwell.house.gov/ 

 

Other California Congressmen 

http://www.house.gov/representatives/ 

 

Gary Cathey, Chief Division of Aeronautics 

Department of Transportation, 

Division of Aeronautics, MS #40 

P. O. Box 942874, Sacramento, 

CA 94274-0001 

Phone (916) 654-5470  

Fax - 916.653.9531 

gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov 

 

For Cal Senate and Assembly contacts 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html 
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California Airport and Pilot Political Action Committee 

 WHAT IS A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (PAC)? 

The California Airport and Pilot Political Action Committee is sponsored by California Pilots 

Association (CALPILOTS). The PAC is an independent legal entity adminis-

tered by a board of Trustees. All bookkeeping is separate from CALPILOTS 

and regular reports of income and disbursements are made to the Califor-

nia Secretary of State. All funding is received from voluntary contributions. 

No CALPILOTS membership dues are used for this purpose.  

 WHY DO WE NEED A PILOT PAC? 

As a tax-exempt, California public benefit corporation and a Federal 501(c)

(3) nonprofit organization, CALPILOTS cannot engage in any “substantial amount” of political 

activity. The PAC provides an opportunity for the aviation community to support “aviation-

friendly”; legislators and candidates. This includes members of city councils, county boards 

of supervisors and state legislators. Through the PAC the aviation community can support 

legislation that is favorable to aviation. 

The PAC Trustees decide which California Senate and California Assembly incumbents or 

candidates to support or oppose. Local airport pilot representatives decide which city council 

or county supervisor candidates to support. Local pilots groups have found that banner tow-

ing can be a very effective means of supporting a local ”aviation-friendly” candidate. For ex-

ample, a banner might read “Smith for Supervisor” or ‘Jones for City Council” or a direct con-

tribution to their campaign. Information for supporting a local candidate can be obtained by 

contacting the PAC Committee, or 1-800-319-5286. 

PAC Committee    Contributions can be made to payable to: 

 CALIFORNIA AIRPORT AND PILOT PAC 

Chairman 

1414 K St., 3rd Floor  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

PAC contributions are not tax deductible. 

CALIFORNIA AIRPORT AND PILOT PAC 

California ID 811653 
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CALPILOTS BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 The aviation businesses listed below are business sponsors of CALPILOTS, and made generous contributions, which help to ensure that your flight freedoms continue. 

They deserve your patronage and support of all California Pilots and Aviation Enthusiasts. 

Tell them you are a CALPILOTS member and appreciate their support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gemini Flight Support (MER) 
3515 Hardstand Ave. 
Atwater, CA 95301-5148 
(209) 725-1455 
gemini@elite.net 
www.geminiflightsupport.com 
 
 
CalPilots has Many other Business Partners  
We urge our members to  support them. 
Use the link below to see the full list on our 
Website: 
http://www.calpilots.org/index.php?
option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/
pro-
file&reset=1&gid=36&force=1&search=0&It
emid=135 

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co.  
225 Airport Circle 
Corona, CA 92880  
Tel: 951-372-9555 
Fax: 951-372-0555  
Toll Free: 877-477-7823  
http://www.aircraftspruce.com/ 
 
Clay Lacy Aviation (VNY) 
7435 Valjean Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
(818) 989-2900 
FAX (818) 904-3450  
 www.claylacy.com 
 
Precissi Flying Service (Q80) 
11919 N. Lower Sacramento Rd. 
Lodi, CA  95242-9248 
(209) 369-4408 

Bud Field Aviation (HWD) 
Hangar Address: 
22005 SkyWest Drive 
Hayward, CA 94541 
(510) 782-9063 
FAX 510-782-9081 
 www.budfieldaviation.com 
 
Churchwell White LLP 
1414 K Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 468-0950 
www.churchwellwhite.com 

 
Perris Valley Skydiving 
2091 Goetz Rd. 
Perris, CA 92570-9315 
1 (800) 832-8818 
FAX +1 (951) 657-5904 
http://skydiveperris.com 
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