
Residents in the urban neighbor-

hoods that surround busy Santa 

Monica Airport in southern Cali-

fornia have complained about 

operations there for years, citing 

noise, air pollution, and the dan-

ger from plane crashes, and now 

the city has approved new land-

ing fees that not only more than 

double the fees for transient fly-

ers, but also now apply to airport 

tenants, including flight schools. 

"Our students will go from not 

paying for a landing to paying 

about $12 for each landing in 

a Cessna 172," said Jay Elder, 

executive vice president of the 

American Flyers flight school. 

The fee increase would add 

"hundreds of dollars" to each 

pilot's training, he said. Transi-

ent pilots will avoid the airport 

because of the fee, he added, 

reducing traffic at the school's 

pilot shop. If pilots don't visit 

the shop, they won't learn 

about instrument-training 

courses, "and it hurts the 

The FAA says cooperation, 

not regulation, is the answer 

to quelling complaints about 

helicopter operations 

throughout the Los Angeles 

basin. The agency released 

a report that rejected pro-

posals to channel helicopter 

traffic into defined routes to 

address noise and the per-

ception of dangerous opera-

tions. There are dozens of 

helicopter tour operators 

and news outlets whose 

aircraft have been the object 

of complaints for decades but 

the FAA report says trying to 

regulate those activities beyond 

what the FARs already dictate 

would be next to impossible 

given the huge numbers of 

aircraft operations in general in 

the region. It says, instead, that 

helicopter operators should 

adopt voluntary good neighbor 

policies, something politicians 

who've been fighting for in-

creased regulation dismiss. 

"Voluntary measures in the past 

have provided little relief for 

residents, and I am skeptical that 

without a determined effort to 

oversee them by the FAA that 

they will do so now," Rep. Adam 

Schiff, D-Burbank, who has led 

the call for regulation, told the 

L.A. Times . The report says 

voluntary measures targeting 

notorious trouble spots, including 

attractions like the Hollywood 

sign and Hollywood bowl, should 

be considered and local helicop-

ter operators say they're not 

opposed to looking at that. "No 

See Helicopters Continued on page 7) 

FAA Cool On More Helicopter Regs In L.A. 

Santa Monica Airport To Impose More Fees 
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whole airport," Elder said. 

About a half dozen flight 

schools operate from the air-

port. Activists and politicians 

from the nearby neighbor-

hoods, in Santa Monica and Los 

Angeles, have said for years 

they'd like to see the airport 

closed down. The new landing 

fee of $5.48 per 1,000 pounds 

was approved by the Santa 

Monica City Council on April 30, 

 See SMO Continued on page 7) 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/144971166/Report-on-the-Los-Angeles-Helicopter-Noise-Initiative
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http://www.calpilots.org
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does a lot, AOPA cannot do eve-
rything. Suggesting that the var-
ious forum users looking for 
someone else to resolve the 
issues actually take on some of 
the local work themselves. I’ll 
second that notion. 
 
All this brings us to CalPilots’ 
Three Tiered Airport Defense 
strategy. Simply put, there are 
three levels, or tiers, of protec-
tion for GA airports – Local, 
Statewide, and National.  How 
does it work, it’s simple really. 
 
Local - Each GA airport should 
have it’s own aviation associa-
tion and every local airport user 
should belong to it, including 
airport businesses. 
Statewide - Each state should 
have a GA Airport advocacy or-
ganization and every state avia-
tor and aviation business should 
belong to it.  
National - Every aviator and 
aviation business in the United 
States should belong to at least 

What Have You Done for GA 
Lately? 
I had reason to visit the AOPA 
Forum recently as a result of 
CalPilot’s Region1 VP Corl 
Leach’s response to a forum 
discussion. From my perspec-
tive, Internet Forums are both 
good and bad news.  
 
On one hand they are good be-
cause they can uncover un-
known issues and provide an 
opportunity to resolve the issue 
by assisting in the form of par-
ticipation or exchanging ideas. 
 
The forum concern for me, are 
the negative and/or doomsday 
like responses, which was the 
case here. There were also the 
predictable “what is AOPA doing 
about it” type responses, i.e., 
after all, I pay my annual mem-
bership fee don’t I? 
 
That was the reason that Corl 
responded. He took the time to 
point out the obvious. While it 

one of the National Aviation organ-
izations.  
Why should you join? Simply said, 
pilot numbers are in decline, 
meaning we all need to do some-
thing to help, because it now takes 
more to be heard at local, 
statewide and national levels. 
 
Who better than local aviators to 
understand their airport issues 
and concerns? Statewide organiza-
tions provide the next level of ex-
pertise and understand the com-
monality of state aviation issues, 
often caused by the state’s politi-
cians and other elected officials. 
The National organizations are 
brought in to provide expertise “as 
required” but more importantly 
have to oversee Washington since 
we now all understand that gen-
eral aviation is not high on their 
priority list.  
 
Do you belong to all three tiers, if 
not, why not? Everyone can do 
something –everyone. Worse case 

See Presidents Corner Continued on page 11) 

Presidents Corner by Ed Rosiak 

CalPilots at the Golden West Regional Fly In & Airshow 

“On one hand they 
are good because 
they can uncover 

unknown issues and 
provide an 

opportunity to 
resolve the issue by 
assisting in the form 

of participation or 
exchanging ideas.“ 

Become a 

Fan of Our 

Facebook 

Page 

Gene Kemper, president of the North Valley Aviation Association 

(CalPilots Chapter) models the NVAA t-shirt for CalPilots Communica-

tions Director Larry Chapman while participating in the Golden West 

Regional Fly In at the Yuba County Airport [MYV] on June 8, 2013. 

CalPilots Region 3 Vice Presidents Mitch Latting (left) and Jolie Lucas 

(right) share their love of general aviation airports while tending the CalPi-

lots booth at the Golden West Regional Fly In at the Yuba County Airport 

[MYV] on June 8, 

http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
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CalPilots Presents Aviation in the Afternoon with Congressman Tom McClintock (CA-4)  

Visit Caltrans Division of 

Aeronautics Website for a lot 

of good information. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/ 

Cal Trans Link to newslet-
ters : 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/
AeroNewsletter2010.html  

‘Dedicated funding’ urged for contract towers in FY 2014 

With the 149 federal contract con-
trol towers that faced shutdowns 
under the FAA’s implementation of 
the federal budget sequester 
spared by Congress until the fiscal 
year ends on Sept. 30, AOPA and 
other aviation organizations are 
working to secure the program’s 
funding in Fiscal Year 2014. 

In a letter to leaders of the House 
and Senate full Appropriations 
committees and transportation 
appropriations subcommittees, the 
aviation groups called for Congress 
to provide $150 million in dedicat-
ed funding for contract towers in 
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s fiscal 2014 bill for FAA 
spending. 

If sequestration returns in Fiscal 
Year 2014, the contract tower pro-
gram should be spared the 
“disproportionate” cuts for which it 
was targeted in the current budget 
year, they said. 

The aviation groups advocated for 
the contract tower program in let-
ters to Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairwoman Barbara Mikul-
ski (D-Md.), Vice Chairman Richard 
Shelby (R-Ala.), and Sens. Patty 
Murray (D-Wash.) and Susan Col-
lins (R-Maine). Murray chairs the 

Appropriations Committee’s sub-
committee on transportation, 
housing and urban development 
and related agencies; Collins is 
the subcommittee’s ranking 
member. 

The aviation groups also made 
the case for contract towers in 
letters to House Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Harold 
Rogers (R-Ky.), Ranking Member 
Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), and Reps. 
Tom Latham (R-Iowa) and Ed 
Pastor (D-Ariz.), chairman and 
ranking member of the subcom-
mittee on transportation, housing 
and urban development, and 
related agencies. 

The 251 towers currently in the 
contract tower program “handle 
approximately 28 percent of all 
air traffic control tower (ATCT) 
aircraft operations in the U.S. but 
account for just 14 percent of 
FAA’s overall budget allotted to 
total ATCT tower operations,” 
they wrote. The program, often 
cited for its safety benefits, en-
joyed “strong bipartisan support” 
during this spring’s budget clash-
es and the resulting sequestra-
tion, they said. 

AOPA reported May 10 that the 

FAA scrapped its plan to close 
the 149 targeted contract 
towers after Congress gave 
the agency the flexibility to 
move $253 million in unob-
ligated funds from the Air-
port Improvement Program 
to the operations account. 
Without that action, the tow-
ers were scheduled to close—
despite several lawsuits—on 
June 15, a date set after the 
FAA abandoned an earlier 
plan for phased closings in 
April and May. 

Announcement of the tempo-
rary reprieve for the contract 
towers was not immediately 
forthcoming after the budget-
ing flexibility was given to the 
agency, however. The FAA at 
first announced that it would 
recall furloughed ATC staff-
ers, but remained mum for a 
time on plans for the towers. 

Echoes of that uncertainty, 
which sparked an outcry in 
the aviation community, were 
evident in the new letters’ 
appeal for equitable treat-
ment of the program in the 
coming fiscal year. 

 See Towers (Continued on page 7) 

man McClintock has set aside 
time to discuss the facts of 
current and pending aviation 
legislation as well as provide 
a glimpse into the mindset 
driving future legislative pol-
icies. (This is an aviation-
centric event. Only a brief 
time period is available and 
the conversation will be in-
tentionally focused. If there 
are specific topics you're 
interested in having the Con-
gressman address, please 
send them to 
corl.leach@calpilots.org.) 

Although Congressman 
McClintock represents the 
4th District, this event is 
open to aviators that reside 
anywhere. Not sure if you 
live in the 4th District? Visit 
this website to view all of 

California's election districts: 
http://
wedrawthelines.ca.gov/maps-
final-drafts.html 

We had to "hold the presses" 
for confirmation of this date 
with the Congressman so the 
exact time and location were 
still pending when the Airport 
Advocate was published. How-
ever, the event will run from 
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at a site 
on the east side of Sacramento 
within the Roseville - Rancho 
Cordova - Folsom triangle 
(generally inside the 4th Dis-
trict). Once the facility is con-
firmed we'll post the infor-
mation on the CalPilots.org 
website. Additionally, aviators 
who are registered to receive 
event notifications through 
"FAASafety.gov" will be alert-
ed. 

Aviation has had more than its 
share of visibility in the halls of 
Congress the past few years. 
From the first salvo demonizing 
the use of corporate aircraft to 
carry CEOs of the Big 3 au-
tomakers to Washington DC, to 
the more recent "sequestration" 
impacts on Government agency 
budgets most of the stories cen-

tered on efforts to impose leg-
islation and rules that weren't 
very friendly to fliers. 

The California Pilots Associa-
tion secured the opportunity 
for aviation professionals and 
enthusiasts to personally hear 
from Congressman Tom 
McClintock. One of only 12 
California Representatives that 
participate in the House Gen-

eral Aviation Caucus, Congress-Left to right: Laurie McClintock, Con-

gressman Tom McClintock, Modoc 

County Supervisor Geri Byrne, 

McClintock Chief of Staff Igor Birman 

and Alturas Mayor John Dedrick) 

“The 251 towers 
currently in the 

contract tower program 
“handle approximately 

28 percent of all air 
traffic control tower 

(ATCT) aircraft 
operations in the U.S.”  

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/AeroNewsletter2010.html
mailto:corl.leach@calpilots.org
http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov/maps
http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov/maps
FAASafety.gov
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already earned his private 

pilot’s license, his scholar-

ship money will go towards 

the cost of working on his 

instrument rating. James’ 

ambition is to fly for Virgin 

Atlantic Airlines. 

Scholarship recipient Bryan 

Krough attends Gavilan 

College in the aircraft 

maintenance program 

working toward his Air-

frame and Powerplant Cer-

tificate.  Bryan is a veteran 

having served in the U.S. 

Navy where he worked on 

F-18 fighter jets.  He also 

worked on the Zeppelin of 

Airship Ventures before the 

company went out of busi-

ness last year.  His goal is to 

be an aviation professional 

in the maintenance and 

engineering fields. 

The three winners were se-

lected by the board mem-

bers of SCAPA. They based 

their selection of the win-

ners from applicants who 

demonstrated motivation, 

achievement and financial 

need toward their future in 

aviation.  Candidates of 

any age currently in a flight 

training program or an avi-

ation maintenance program 

in the South County, Morgan 

Hill and San Jose areas were 

encouraged to apply. 

SCAPA Awards Three $1000 

Scholarships    

2-2-2-2 

The scholarship program is 

an annual event sponsored 

by the members of SCAPA. 

“We are very pleased to 

provide scholarships to 

these three deserving indi-

viduals,” said SCAPA presi-

dent Jim Peterson. “Their 

futures in aviation look very 

bright and SCAPA can be 

proud to play a small role in 

helping them reach their sky 

high goals.” 

The South County Airport 

Pilots Association is a non-

profit organization involving 

pilots and aviation enthusi-

asts with the mission to pre-

serve the South County Air-

port, improve community 

relations, and enhance fly-

ing safety.   

By Julie Belanger 

www.southcountypilots.org  

A California Pilots Association 

Chapter 

SOUTH COUNTY AIRPORT PILOTS ASSOCATION (SCAPA) AWARDS  

“South County Air-

port Pilots Associa-

tion (SCAPA) 

awarded three 

$1000 scholarships 

to three local stu-

dents pursuing ca-

reers in aviation.  “ 

 

The South County Airport 

Pilots Association (SCAPA) 

awarded three $1000 

scholarships to three local 

students pursuing careers 

in aviation.   

The winning candidates 

included Antoinette Am-

aral who is a junior at San 

Jose State University work-

ing on her degree in Avia-

tion Operations.  She 

earned her private li-

cense while still in high 

school and will use her 

scholarship money to fin-

ish her instrument rating 

at Reid Hillview Airport in 

San Jose.  Antoinette 

looks forward to earning 

her Airline Transport Pilot 

rating, becoming a pro-

fessional pilot and helping 

to expand opportunities 

for other women in Avia-

tion.  

Scholarship recipient 

James Crawford is a sen-

ior at San Jose State fin-

ishing his studies in avia-

tion operations. He works 

at Rabbitt Aviation at San 

Carlos airport providing 

fuel services for the pilots 

and airplanes. Having 

SCAPA Board and Scholarship Recipients 

Standing L-R: Pat Belanger, Mark Van Wyk, 

Bette Gardner, Bryan Krough, Antoinette 

Amaral , James Crawford, Mike Brogley, 

Kneeling L-R: Gene Kindred, Paul Marshall, 

Jim Petersen, Rod Pharis.  

http://www.southcountypilots.org
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Well, it won't quite be winter in sunny California in October, as fall is one of the most beautiful weather times of the year on 
the Central Coast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festivities begin at 5:30, Friday afternoon at San Luis Jet Center with a $15 Burger Fry and Dance by Central Coast Smokers 
and The San Luis Jazz Band.   You will be educated and entertained by our Friday night speakers, Jamie Beckett and Judy 
Phelps.  As the sun sets in the West, just off the end or runway 29, enjoy a unique evening balloon glow from Shane 
Wallace.  Taste some great wine varieties from Tolosa Winery [$5].  Later, listen and dance if you wish, to The San Luis Jazz 
Band.  We play a tremendous variety of music, sure to entertain everyone! 

Saturday morning YOU are invited to our California Pilots Association public meeting.  Our own CalPilots 
President, Ed Rosiak, heads this presentation up.  Ed, and board members, will offer an overview 

on California Pilots Association airport and aviation advocacy throughout California.  Immediately after Ed, Mike Jesch from 
Fullerton Airport Pilots Association [FAPA] will take a few moments to inform you how he and fellow airport advocates, revi-
talized the previously dormant association into a thriving and influential group of passionate aviators at Fullerton. 

 Next up will be John Kounis from Pilot Getaways Magazine. Pilot Getaways Magazine is the bimonthly travel magazine for 
pilots and their families. The magazine focuses on having fun with your airplane at destinations from backcountry strips to 
exclusive fly-in resorts. 

Our next presenter is AOPA's Vice-President of Airport Advocacy Bill Dunn.  Bill is one of our most knowledgeable, treasured 
and persuasive general aviation airport advocates known to mankind!  Jolie and I are proud to work with Bill on efforts here 
at Oceano Airport, as well as other airport issues within Region 3. 

Lunchtime:  Central Coast Smokers will be offering a yummy Santa Maria Style BBQ lunch for $10.  The raffle and silent auc-
tion will take place at 1:00 p.m. 

     Ok, sit down now because we're starting off the afternoon with Jamie Beckett!  Jamie is well known for his thought pro-
voking, positive thinking and forward looking attitude on promoting and protecting general aviation.   

 

 

 

 

 

Rod Machado is on a mission to keep the FUN in aviation education. 

Rod has degrees in Psychology and Aviation Science with an ATP and all fixed wing flight in-
structor ratings. His 10,000 hours of flying were earned the HARD WAY -- ONE flight instruc-
tor hour at a time. 

 

Register now on our web site: www.Calpilots.Org 

A complimentary concierge for Hotel and car rental reservations is provided by The San Luis Jet Center 805-782-9722  

Look forward to seeing everyone at KSBP in October, Jolie and Mitch Region 3 VPs 

Friday Night 

California Dreamin’ on such a winter’s day! 

Saturday 

Keynote Speaker:  Aviation Humorist, Educator and Writer 

Rod Machado 

http://www.Calpilots.Org
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“AOPA is disputing the 

plan, and has asked 

the airport operators 

to produce more 

financial data to 

support their 

expressed need for 

more revenue.” 

one in the helicopter community 

has said there's no noise prob-

lem," Larry Welk, president of 

the Professional Helicopter Pilots 

Association, told the Times. 

"Contrary to the public's percep-

tion, we are not a bunch of cow-

boys with utter disregard for 

those on the ground." The report 

also recommends setting up a 

streamlined system to handle 

citizen complaints and ensure 

they are heard by the parties 

involved, a move supported by 

various neighborhood associa-

tions who have been calling for 

action on the issue. "We have 

complex airspace and no one 

(Continued from page 1) Helicopters know this better than the FAA," 

Bob Anderson, chairman of the 

Sherman Oaks Homeowners Asso-

ciation, told the Times. "There's 

definitely someplace for voluntary 

measures, but I also think there is 

a need for FAA regulation." 

and is due to take effect Aug. 

1. AOPA said it is "strongly 

opposed" to the changes. 

AOPA is disputing the plan, and 

has asked the airport operators 

to produce more financial data 

to support their expressed 

need for more revenue. 

Reprinted from the AVweb 

 6-17-13 

(Continued from page 1) SMO 

FAA Cool On More Helicopter Regs In L.A  

“The bottom line is that, absent 
this highly successful federal pro-
gram, many local communities 
and smaller airports would not 
receive the significant safety ben-
efits of ATC services,” the letters 
said. 

By Dan Namowitz  

(Continued from page 3) Towers 
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Ever feel like getting away to one of 
the most beautiful places on the 
West Coast?   Try Monterey, even if 
only for lunch at the Golden Tee 
Restaurant in the comfortable Ter-
minal building.  It's a fun place to 
go for a weekend as Monterey has 
something going on just about any 
weekend during the summer.  Fly 
in; tie down your aircraft and 
go.  Rental cars are available.  
 
July 13-27   Carmel Bach Festival 
http://www.bachfestival.org/
festival.htm 
 
July 18-21 California Rodeo Salinas 
http://www.carodeo.com  
 
July 19-21  Red Bull Grand Prix 
Laguna Seca 
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/
red-bull-us-grand-prix  
 
July 24-28   Feast of Lanterns 
http://www.feast-of-lanterns.org/  
 
August 9-11 Monterey Bay Reg-
gaefest 
http://www.mbayreggaefest.net/  

 
August 16 Rolex Monterey 
Motorsports Reunion 
http://
www.mazdaraceway.com/
rolex-monterey-motorsports-
reunion  

 
August 28-September 2 Monterey 
County Fair 
http://
www.montereycountyfair.com 
 
September 21-22 California Inter-
national Air Show - Salinas 
http://www.salinasairshow.com 
 
The California International Air 
Show is always a good one.  Don't 
miss it.  Mark your calendar.  More 
information will follow in the next 
issue of the CPA newsletter. 
 
For those living on the Monterey 
Peninsula or nearby, remember 
MRY has direct non-stop flights to 
Denver, Los Angeles, San Francis-
co and San Diego.    And, if you like 
the Gambler flights, Allegiant 
Travel will fly you to Reno or 
Laughlin.  For more information 
visit www.gamblersexpress.com 

on travel packages, trips and 
services offered.   For booking 
call 1-800-989-3389 or e-mail 
in-
fo@gamblersexpress.com .  Mo
nterey also has FREE Wi-Fi 
throughout the entire terminal 
for you to stay connected to 
family and friends.  And, MRY 
has FREE luggage carts.  They 
can be found in the Baggage 
Claim area and Long Term 
Parking lot. 

 
Is your plane out of the weath-
er?  MRY has hangars availa-
ble.   Need to store your 
RV?   MRY has RV storage spac-
es available, too.  For more 
information call Myrna Guerre-
ro at 831-648-7000 ext. 224 or 
e-mail at: mguerre-
ro@montereyairport.com.   Tel
l her you saw it in the Califor-
nia Pilots Association newslet-
ter. 
  
By: Rosemarie Schoening 
California Pilots Association 
Monterey Airport Rep. 

Things To Do In The Monterey Airport Area 

“It's a fun place to 
go for a weekend 
as Monterey has 
something going 
on just about any 

weekend 
during the 
summer.. ” 

AIRPORT ADVOCATE   

Printed by Folger Graphics  

www.folgergraphics.com  
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no responsibility for contributed items or their return without a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Source of the items summited should be submitted for publication consideration. ALL material is subject to 
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The FAA on 9/10/13 asked 
the world's fuel producers to 
submit proposals for new 
fuels that could replace 100LL 
in the general aviation fleet by 
2018, a move that GA advoca-
cy groups greeted with enthu-
siasm. The FAA said it will 
assess each of the candidate 
fuels, taking into account pro-
duction and distribution infra-
structure, impact on the envi-
ronment, toxicology, and eco-
nomic considerations. 
"General aviation is vital to 
the U.S. economy," said Trans-
portation Secretary Ray La-
Hood. "We need to work with 
industry to develop an unlead-
ed fuel that advances aviation 

safety and improves the envi-
ronment." The General Aviation 
Avgas Coalition described the 
move as a "significant step" in 
the search for an unleaded avia-
tion gasoline that will perform 
adequately in all types of gen-
eral aviation aircraft. 
The FAA is asking fuel produc-
ers to submit data by July 1, 
2014, for evaluation. By Sept. 1, 
2014, the FAA will select up to 
10 suppliers to participate in 
laboratory testing. One or two 
fuels will then be chosen for 
engine and aircraft testing. That 
testing will generate standard-
ized qualification and certifica-
tion data for candidate fuels, 
along with performance da-

ta.  Over the next five years, the 
FAA will ask fuel producers to 
submit 100 gallons of fuel for 
phase one testing and 10,000 
gallons of fuel for phase two 
testing. "The FAA knows the 
general aviation community and 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency are focused on this is-
sue," said FAA Administrator 
Michael Huerta. "We look for-
ward to collaborating with fuel 
producers to make an unleaded 
avgas available for the general 
aviation fleet." The FAA noted 
that it has tested 279 fuel formu-
lations already, and a "drop-in" 
solution to replace 100LL "may 
not be technically feasible." The 

See  Avgas (Continued on page 11) 

“We need to work with 

industry to develop an 

unleaded fuel that 

advances aviation safety 

and improves the 

environment." ”  

 FAA Seeks New GA Fuel Proposals  

Feds Say: 'Pilots Have No Rights'  

Flying has obtained information 
from a law enforcement source 
about the federal program that 
detains pilots upon their arri-
val at their destination airports 
and searches their airplanes. 
Training for the program was 
conducted via an “aviation drug 
interdiction” class sponsored by 
HIDTA (High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area), a government 
organization that is a conglom-
erate of federal, state and local 
law enforcement agencies to 
fight, as the name implies, drug 
traffic. 
  
In an email and in further tele-
phone conversations, our 
source, who is knowledgeable 
about aviation matters, detailed 
the training he had received in 
2009 in preparation for him to 
participate in the HIDTA pro-
gram. He has asked to remain 
anonymous but has identified 
himself to Flying.   
  
He told us that the training was 
taught by two agents, one from 
the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) and the other 
from Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP), which is part of 
DHS.  
  

As part of the program, our 
source told us, suspicious 
airplanes are targeted by law 
enforcement and tracked 
through the Aviation Marine 
Operations Center (AMOC), 
which can follow both VFR 
and IFR aircraft. The aircraft 
are also secretly followed by a 
DHS aircraft, usually a Cessna 
Citation, until it arrives at its 
destination.  
  
According to a number of first
-hand reports published by 
The Atlantic and in AOPA’s 
eBrief, after they land at their 
destination the pilots of those 
airplanes are approached of-
ten at gunpoint and usually by 
local law enforcement, who 
detain them until the Citation 
lands and federal agents ar-
rive on scene. They are then 
ramp checked and they have 
their airplanes searched.  
  
Our source told us that the 
ramp check was just a ploy to 
search the airplane and that 
the real target of the search 
was drugs, though even that, 
he said, could be used as a 
pretense for apprehending 
other potential criminals. The 
federal agents teaching the 

class he attended did not specify 
what other kind of “target” they 
might find, he said.  
  
He also told us that during the 
training he was taught that the 
pilots were to be treated as though 
they had no right to refuse the 
search. “What they taught law 
enforcement officers and agents 
was that all aircraft can be de-
tained since they all fall under the . 
. . authority of the FAA.” He contin-
ued that, “this in effect gives them 
complete search authority of any 
aircraft.”  
  
The agents teaching the course 
admitted during instruction that 
the stops had a very low rate of 
success in finding drug traffickers. 
Our source said one agent admit-
ted that the stops involved “a lot of 
empty work but when you get a 
bite, it’s a big bite.” 
  
Neither Homeland Security nor 
Customs and Border Protection 
have responded to Flying’s re-
quests to confirm the account or to 
provide further details of the pro-
gram. 
By Robert Goyer / Published: Jun 13, 2013  

Reprinted from 
Flying Magazine & Aviation eBrief 
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PRESIDENT 

Ed Rosiak 

(408) 218-8184 Cell 

president@calpilots.org 
 

VP-REGION 1 

Corl Leach 

(916)-276-5216 Cell 

corl.leach@calpilots.org 
 

VP-REGION 2 

Carol Ford 

(650) 591-8308 

carol.ford@calpilots.org 
 

CO VP-REGION 3 

Jolie Lucas 

(805)-709-6619 

Jolie.lucas@calpilots.org 

 

VP-REGION 4 

Edward Story 

(310) 827-1600 

ed.story@calpilots.org 

 

VP-REGION 5 

Bob Eppers  

951-837-0462 

bob.eppers@calpilots.org  

 

 

 

SENIOR VP 

Doug Rice 

(408) 354-5824 

doug.rice@calpilots.org 
 

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

Andy Wilson 

(510) 489-5538 

andy.wilson@calpilots.org 
  

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

Jim MacKnight 

(408) 779-0301 

jim.macknight@calpilots.org 
 

CO VP-REGION 3 

Mitch Latting 

(805) 305-1506 

mitch.latting@calpilots.org 

 

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

Peter Albiez 

(818) 445-2027  

peter.albiez@calpilots.org 
 

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

Open 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

Jay White 

(800) 319-5286 

general.counsel@calpilots.org 
 

DIRECTOR of COMMUNICATIONS 

Larry Chapman 

(310) 200-9314 

webmaster@calpilots.org 
 

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

COORDINATOR AIRPORT 

REPS 

Charlene Fulton 

(209) 521-6022 

charlene.fulton@calpilots.org 

 

DIRECTOR-at-LARGE 

Bill Sanders 

(858) 752-4000 

bill.sanders@calpilots.org 

 

ASSISTANT COORDINATOR 

AIRPORT REPS 

Jack Kenton 

(951)-567-5760 

Jack.kenton@calpilots.org 

TREASURER 

Walt Wells 

(707) 785-3921 

treasurer@calpilots.org 
 

EXEC ADMIN 

(800) 319-5286 

admin@calpilots.org  

CALPILOTS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
All member information is confidential 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
1 

Home Airport: ____________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________ City __________________________State :_____
2 

Zip:______________ 

Home Phone: (___)___-_______ Work Phone: (___)___-_______FAX: (___)___-___________ Cell Phone (___)____-__________ 

Email:_________________________________ Aircraft__________________________________ N#___________________________  

Membership Options  Please Circle One        New       Renewal        Individual: $35           Pilot Organization: $50          

       Aviation Business: $50          Business Partnership: $250        Lifetime: $500   Additional Donation $_____________  

Please send your check with the application, or fill out credit card information. MasterCard ___ or VISA ___  

Card# ______________________________________________________________    Expiration Date ______/______/_________  

 

Signature ___________________________________________________________ Date__________________________________  

CALPILOTS is a 501(c)(3) organization — membership dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Donation $  3 PAC Donation $    (Political Action Committee- not tax deductible) 

3 
Occupation__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Employer_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1. Required 

2. (4 Digit ZIP Extension required for newsletter delivery, please provide if known) 

3. For Political Action Committee (PAC) donations of $100 or more he  above information required by law  

Renewals or New Memberships only please mail to: 

California Pilots Association, P.O. Box 324, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497-0324 

>>Note: Please use the above  address only for membership applications and renewals<< 

YOU MAY ALSO JOIN OR RENEW ON LINE AT OUR WEBSITE : www.calpilots.org  

CalPilots PAC Fund 

OPEN 
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you can open that check-
book and join all three orgs 
to show your financial sup-
port and to help general 
aviation.  
 
Or, you can depend on oth-
ers as many have in the past 
and one day find yourself 
without somewhere to land. 
What’s it going to be?  
I recommend spending a 
little more, and doing a little 
more, so your flying passion 
can survive. Read more 
about it on CalPilots web 
site www.calpilots.org un-
der FAQ’s.  

(Continued from page 2) President’s 

corner 

FAA said it will work with 
the GA industry to develop 
and deploy a new avgas 
"with the least impact on the 
existing piston-engine air-
craft fleet." 
On behalf of the GA Avgas 
Coalition, NBAA Chief Oper-
ating Officer Steve Brown 
said, "The general aviation 
community supports a de-
liberative, science-based 
exploration of aviation-fuel 
alternatives to 100 low-lead 
gasoline that focuses on 
preserving the safety, cost-
effectiveness and feasibility 
of use for substitute fuel, 
among other considerations. 
We welcome the FAA's an-
nouncement, because we 
believe it is an appropriate 
next step in the conduct of 

(Continued from page 9) Avgas 

an informed exploration for an 
aviation-fuel alternative to the 
avgas currently in use today." 
Other groups working in the 
coalition are AOPA, EAA, GA-
MA, NATA, and the American 
Petroleum Institute. The FAA's 
request for proposals is posted 
online. More information on 
the FAA's avgas-replacement 
initiative is posted here. The 
Avgas Coalition response is 
posted at the websites of each 
of the member GA groups. 
There are about 167,000 air-
craft in the U.S. and a total of 
230,000 worldwide that rely 
on 100LL for safe operation, 
according to the FAA. AVweb 
reviewed several alternative 
fuels in the works early this 
year; click here for that story. 

FEDERAL AND STATE CONTACTS 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20590 

FAX (202) 456-2461 

president@whitehouse.gov 

 

Secretary of Transportation 

Ray LaHood 

U. S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Phone (202) 366-4000 

Dot.gov.comments@ost.dot.gov  

 

FAA Administrator Michael P. Huerta 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

Phone (202) 366-4000  

1-866-835-532 

Contact FAA 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 916-445-2841 

Fax: 916-445-4633 

http://www.govmail.ca.gov 

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3553 

Web Form: boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/ 

 

Senator Diane Feinstein 

Hart Senate Office Building 112 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3841 

http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?

FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe 

 

Congressman Rep. Eric Swalwell (D)15th Dis-

trict 

1713 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-2631 

Fax: (202) 225-2699 

http://honda.house.gov/ 

 

Other California Congressmen 

http://www.house.gov/house/

MemberWWW_by_State.shtml#ca 

Gary Cathey, Chief Division of Aeronautics 

Department of Transportation, 

Division of Aeronautics, MS #40 

P. O. Box 942874, Sacramento, 

CA 94274-0001 

Phone (916) 654-5470  

Fax - 916.653.9531 

gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov 

 

For Cal Senate and Assembly contacts 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html 

 

CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 
 

  WHAT IS A PILOT PAC? 
 

The California Pilot Political Action Committee is sponsored by Cali-

fornia Pilots Association (CALPILOTS). The PAC is an independent 

legal entity administered by a board of Trustees. All bookkeeping is 

separate from CALPLOTS and regular reports of income and dis-

bursements are made to the California Secretary of State. All funding 

is received from voluntary contributions. No CALPILOTS member-

ship dues are used for this purpose.  

 

 WHY DO WE NEED A PILOT PAC? 
 

As a tax-exempt, California public benefit corporation and a Federal 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 

CALPILOTS cannot engage in any “substantial amount” of political activity. The PAC provides an oppor-

tunity for the aviation community to support “aviation-friendly”; legislators and candidates. This includes 

members of city councils, county boards of supervisors and state legislators. Through the PAC the avia-

tion community can support legislation that is favorable to aviation. 

The PAC Trustees decide which California Senate and California Assembly incumbents or candidates to 

support or oppose. Local airport pilot representatives decide which city council or county supervisor 

candidates to support. Local pilots groups have found that banner towing can be a very effective means of 

supporting a local ”aviation-friendly” candidate. For example, a banner might read “Smith for Supervisor” 

or ‘Jones for City Council” or a direct contribution to their campaign. Information for supporting a local 

candidate can be obtained by contacting the PAC Committee, or 1-800-319-5286. 
 

PAC Committee 
 

Chairman 
 

Contributions can be made to payable to 

 CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 

P.O. Box 324, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497-0324 

PAC contributions are not tax deductible. 

CALIFORNIA PILOT PAC 

July/August 2013  
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P.O. Box 6868 

San Carlos, CA 94070-6868 

Cal i forn ia  P i lots  Associat ion  

Phone: (800) 319-5286 

E-mail: inquiries@calpilots.org 

California Pilots Association is a 

nonprofit, public-benefit 501(c) (3) 

California Corporation  

 

Visit Us on the Web 

www.calpilots.org 
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CALPILOTS BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 The aviation businesses listed below are business sponsors of CALPILOTS, and made generous contributions, which help to ensure that your 

flight freedoms continue. They deserve your patronage and support of all California Pilots and Aviation Enthusiasts. 

Tell them you are a CALPILOTS member and appreciate their support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gemini Flight Support (MER) 
3515 Hardstand Ave. 
Atwater, CA 95301-5148 
(209) 725-1455 
gemini@elite.net 
www.geminiflightsupport.com 
 
Chuckwalla Valley Motorcycle Associa-
tion 
P.O. Box 307 
Desert Center, CA 92239 
(760) 227-3110 
www.cvmaracing.com 
 
CalPilots has Many other Business Partners  
We urge our members to  support them. 
Use the link below to see the full list on our 
Website: 
http://www.calpilots.org/index.php?
option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/
pro-
file&reset=1&gid=36&force=1&search=0&Item
id=135 

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co.  
225 Airport Circle 
Corona, CA 92880  
Tel: 951-372-9555 
Fax: 951-372-0555  
Toll Free: 877-477-7823  
http://www.aircraftspruce.com/ 
 
Clay Lacy Aviation (VNY) 
7435 Valjean Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
(818) 989-2900 
FAX (818) 904-3450  
 www.claylacy.com 
 
Precissi Flying Service (Q80) 
11919 N. Lower Sacramento Rd. 
Lodi, CA  95242-9248 
(209) 369-4408 

Bud Field Aviation (HWD) 
Hangar Address: 
22005 SkyWest Drive 
Hayward, CA 94541 
(510) 782-9063 
FAX 510-782-9081 
 www.budfieldaviation.com 
 

Perris Valley Skydiving 
2091 Goetz Rd. 
Perris, CA 92570-9315 
1 (800) 832-8818 
FAX +1 (951) 657-5904 
http://skydiveperris.com 
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