
The Paso Robles Airport Advisory  Committee, 
working with City Staff and City  Council voted 
5 -0 to move to an Airport Commission.  This is  
huge step for the Paso Robles Airport.  An Advi-
sory Committee was just that, “advisory”.  An 
Airport Commission will be comprised of 7 
Com-missioners and have decision making 
capabili-ties.  The Airport Commission will have 
respon-sibilities including the Airport Master 
Plan, Air-port Land Use Plan, Airport Business 

ing Policy, Business Development on the airfield, Capitol Lease Improvements and more.  When 
success-fully implemented this year, the Commission will be comprised of “aviation” and “non-
aviation” appointees.  This will provide balanced decision making.  Paso Robles Municipal 
Airport has a sig-nificant number of non-aviation businesses that lease property on the 1300 acre 
airport.  This is a major source of income to the Airport Enterprise Fund. 

It is felt that this model of moving decision making to “stakeholders” of the airport is a model to 
preserve and grow airports in the state of California. 

All politics are local and that is the strength of California Pilots Association in the state of Califor-
nia.  We are completely focused on preserving and growing Airports statewide.  And we are 
getting increasing support.  The California legislature’s new aviation caucus is growing, with four 
members having recently joined the original 17 lawmakers who came together to found the or-
ganization. 

There are now eight Senate members of the aviation caucus in the 40-seat upper chamber, up 
from seven; and 13 members of the aviation caucus in the 80-seat Assembly, up from 10,  said 
Melissa McCaffrey, AOPA Western/Pacific regional manager. 

Co-chairs of the aviation caucus are state Sen. Jean Fuller (R-District 16), who is the Senate Repub-
lican leader; and Assemblyman Jim Patterson (R-District 23). The Republican leader in the Assem-
bly, Kristin Olsen (R-District 12), is an aviation caucus member.  

Local airports connect communities to the global marketplace, and in California, aviation’s total 
annual economic impact weighs in at $168.7 billion, supporting more than a million jobs, accord-
ing to the organization that hosts an event to recognize aviation’s role in the state. 

California’s population of pilots (59,841), aircraft (29,211) and 946 airports each represents 10 
percent of the nation’s population of pilots and aircraft, says the website of the California Avia-
tion Day event that was held at the state Capitol in Sacramento on April 20.  In a country with the 
most  GA flying and airports, California leads the nation. 

Cal Pilots Association leads the private effort in the state and we need all the help you can give. 

Aviation Caucus Growing in California 

Paso Robles Airport Moves to Airport Commission 
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Bringing More “Pilots” to the California Pilots Association 

In the ranks of CalPilots I’m still somewhat of an outlier. I grew up in Missouri and cut my 
aviation teeth in the grasp of an extremely active and involved State Pilots Association. 
The Missouri Pilots Assoc. counted nearly 50% of that state’s certificated pilots with a 
membership of over 2,000. After moving to California in 2004, I immediately joined the 
State Pilots Association because I was taught that’s what responsible pilots do! After do-
ing some research into CalPilots I received a surprise. With nearly 60,000 airmen in Cali-
fornia, barely more than 1% of its pilots were CalPilots members. This is a statistic that I 
find abysmal but it isn’t without reason. 

When more than 200 pilots and aviation enthusiasts attended the CalPilots Annual 
Meeting last fall in Sacramento. I took the opportunity to speak to as many of those in 
attendance as possible asking first if they enjoyed the program and secondly if they were 
CalPilots members. 

Everyone had a good time, citing the presentation by former KCRA helicopter pilot Dann 
Shively and performance of Aviation Educator/Humorist Rod Machado as favorites of the 
day. Gary Cathey’s talk on the state’s aviation program was interesting and informative, 
too. Responding to the question about being CalPilots members though, the general 
thought was “I am a pilot but CalPilots is focused on airports. Sure it is important, but it 
is not really something I want to belong to. I’ll stick with my local organization and 
AOPA.” 

I also noted that there is a mistaken belief that individuals who are members of CalPilots 
Chapters are automatically members of CalPilots itself. This is not true and, just as with 
EAA, you should be a member of CalPilots as well as the local chapter! (You can join right 
now at www.calpilots.org!) 

The fact that pilots were not flocking to the State-level association hasn’t been lost on 
the Association’s leadership. In 1991 when the organization’s name changed from the 
California Aviation Council to its current California Pilots Association, the reason cited 
was the belief that more pilots would join. The president at the time even commented 
that CalPilots needed to do more “pilot things” if it was to attract pilots to the member-
ship roles. To date, we’ve been a bit remiss putting this strategy into practice. This is 
about to change! 

In 2016 you’ll see an emphasis on more California pilot-specific activity and advocacy. 
CalPilots’ very effective airport advocacy program will remain in place and, with more 
participation by the state’s pilots, should see an uptick. Additional informational pro-
grams highlighting the three tiers of aviation protection – local-state-national – will re-
veal the true reasons why adding CalPilots to your “local & AOPA” strategy multiplies the 
effectiveness of all your memberships. 

Presidents Corner by Corl Leach 
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Generally, most pilots would agree that a go-
around is always the right choice.  And most of 
the time, that’s probably true.  If there is a deer 
on the runway, a go-around is warranted.  If you 
are high and/or have overshot the base to final 
turn, a go-around is warranted.  If there is an-
other plane on the runway, then go-around.  
And finally, if you cannot hold your aircraft on 
the centerline in a crosswind, a go-around is 
warranted.   A go-around is almost always war-
ranted while you are still on final, or at least, 
still airborne, and a runway issue or approach 
condition arises. Now, let’s cover situations 
where a go-around might not be the best 

choice, or at least, the only choice;  For instance, 
when you have already touched terra firma with 
your gear.   

Situation #1: You’ve Landed Long and You’re 
Running Out of Runway 
This has happened to all of us at some stage in 
our flying lives.  
Is a Go-Around 
the best, or 
only, decision?  
I don’t think so.  
You’ve done 
Touch-n-Go 
practices, so 
why is this 
different?  Well, 
a practiced 
touch-n-go is 
different for at 
least one rea-
son.  You knew you were going to do the touch-n
-go well in advance and you have plenty of run-

Go Around or Not Go Around 

way to do it.  If you are confronted with less run-
way left to stop, you are in a stressful situation 
and you’re not thinking touch-n-go, necessarily.  
Now you have to add power, retract some flaps, 
deal with that nose up trim, and retract the gear. 
All that takes time.  Do you know how much run-
way you need to rotate or how much horizontal 
you need to clear the obstructions at the end of 
the runway?  You are probably making a gut de-
cision based on your experience.  But you proba-
bly don’t know with certainty regarding wind, 
temperature, density altitude, current weight, 
etc.  Here’s the decision as I see it.  You can con-
tinue to apply brakes, thereby reducing your 

speed and reducing the impact force. 
Or you can add power, adjust all 
your aircraft controls as mentioned 
above, and hope for the best. 
Situation #2:  You’re being blown off 
the Runway by the Crosswind 
You’ve managed to land your aircraft 
in a sporting crosswind, but as you 
lower the nose, she begins to veer 
off the runway.  Now what?  Is a go-
around the best choice?  Remember 
that your aircraft is still configured 
for a landing with flaps, power, trim, 
etc.  You are in a situation where you 
have lost longitudinal control.  Add-
ing power will add yawing effects to 

your control, and initiate a very strong desire to 
rotate ASAP to avoid those off the runway ob-
structions such as grass, mud, etc.  Also, remem-
ber that you were either in a slip or kicking out of 
a crab as you added power and started to climb.  
This is certainly conducive to stalling and nosing 

in rather than just an embarrassing prop plant at 
(Continued on page 4) 

Visit Caltrans Division 

of Aeronautics Web-

site for a lot of good 

information. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/

hq/planning/aeronaut/ 

Cal Trans Link to 

newsletters : 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/

hq/planning/aeronaut/

documents/newsletters/

index.htm 

Phil Corman 

There are several Air-
craft go-around acci-
dents in the NTSB da-
tabase that occurred 
because the pilot did 
not maintain control 
during a go-around.  It 
seems that they sud-
denly forgot how to 
fly. Torque catches 
them by surprise. Why 
am I turning left? 
Quicker that you can 
yell, "Right rudder", 
the aircraft has been 
turned over the insur-
ance company. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/newsletters/index.htm
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Peter Albiez 

worst.  There is no right or wrong answer, but it is worth 
thinking about this situation NOW, and having Plan B, 
ready to kick in.  Can you make all the adjustments to 
your complex and/or high performance aircraft while 
veering off a runway at minimum, or a less than controlla-
ble speed? 
Situation #3: A Bounced Landing 
Some airplanes are less forgiving when it comes to hard 
landings, or a landing not made at precisely the correct 
airspeed considering the atmospheric conditions and the 
weight of the plane at touchdown.  Incorrect airspeed or a 
vertical descent that is only slightly too high, usually re-
sults in a bounce.  If you have enough runway, then add-
ing power while maintaining proper nose up attitude, will 
usually result in a proper landing on that second touch-
down.  But what if you have done the proverbial two 
bounces.  The old adage is that a prop strike is almost a 
certainty on the third bounce.  So what should you do?  I 
think that after the second bounce, you should consider a 
go-around.  Why?  Well, my reasoning is simple.  You have 
made a mistake twice on this landing.  A good landing is 
usually preceded by a good stable approach to flare and 
touchdown.  That hasn’t happened here.  So, given 
enough runway, a go-around is warranted. 
Conclusions 
If something arises during your approach to land, a go-
around is almost always warranted.  These include cross-
winds, objects on the runway, a non-stabilized approach, 
incorrect sink rates, or just pilot errors such as over-
shooting the turn to final, etc.  After your aircraft has 
touched down, should you go-around? That decision takes 
judgement and hopefully some forethought.  The “less 
bad” decision might be to take your lumps while on the 
ground and at a slow airspeed, as opposed to cleaning up 
the airplane while adding power, from a position that al-
ready is not optimal, (i.e., somewhat out of control).  And 
it doesn’t matter how many touch-n-go’s you’ve made in a 
controlled environment.  
These will be done in 
highly stressful situa-
tions, after your aircraft 
has bounced, or veered 
off the runway, or is 
mostly out of runway.  
Definitely not your nor-
mal touch-n-go around. 

(Continued from page 3) 

The California Pilots Association commends Peter 
Albiez for his tremendous work as the CalPilots Edi-
tor for more than 7 years. In 2007, when then-editor 
Ed Rosiak ascended to become President, Peter 
agreed to take on the task of producing the bi-
monthly newsletter in addition to serving as a Direc-
tor at Large. He is now enjoying a well deserved re-
prieve from editorial duties having handed the job 
to Phil Corman. 

With little fanfare, Peter quietly made improve-
ments and subtle additions that have brought the 
publication accolades from across the nation. (Did 
you notice that beneath the title of the newsletter, 
Peter always placed a satellite photo of one of the 
airports that was featured in that issue. A nice 
touch, don’t you think?) He oversaw the expansion 
of the newsletter, adding 33% more pages, full color 
photos, and incorporating a limited amount of ad-
vertising to keep costs in check. 

It is unquestioned that Peter elevated the status of 
CalPilots newsletter and his work has been greatly 
appreciated. 

Pictured below is Peter Albiez on the right and his 
successor Editor, Phil Corman on the left. 

http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
http://www.facebook.com/calpilots
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A lot of pilots and airport people want to pro-
tect their airports, but initially, the task seems 
insurmountable.  Good problem solvers, how-
ever, break big problems down into smaller 
more solvable ones.  I want to handle the n 
things that anyone interested in protecting their 
airport can do.  This article is an overview, not a 
detailed roadmap.  Additionally, this article 
does not address an airport that is in trouble.  
The article is more focused on proactive steps 
that can be taken to protect and strengthen the 
future of your airport. 

Setup an Airport Association 
It’s a little bit of work, but it’s not that hard.  
Initially, you do NOT need to incorporate or 
setup a 501c non-profit.  That is a decision you 
can defer.  Canvas all the pilots and businesses 
on the airport and near the airport.  Ask them 
to come to 1-3 meetings to determine the sup-
port for an Airport Association, and if so, get 
names/addresses/emails/phones.  Next step is 
to have a series of meetings to develop your 
Mission Statement. 
I urge you to establish an Airport Association 
and not a Pilot Association.  The latter is more 
about flying, fly-outs, Seminars, etc.  An Airport 
Association focuses on the “airport” and will 
have a broader membership.  In fact, it is wise 
to reach out to businesses downtown, chamber 
of commerce, and key public to join.  Initially 
set the membership for free.  Once you get a 
head of steam, then you can investigate mem-
ber fees. 

Airport Master Plan 
A good example of an Airport Master Plan can 
be read by going to: http://www.prcity.com/
government/departments/publicworks/
airport/master-plan.asp.  If done properly, this 
document becomes the central architectural 
specification for your airport for the next 10-15 
years.  It specifies your expected/intended 
growth, the additional airport requirements to 
support that growth, financial considerations, 
and more. 

Airport Land Use Plan 
An Airport Land Use Plan protects your airport 
from encroachment by non-airport develop-

7 Ways You To Protect Your Airport 

Airport Appreciation Day 
Consider organizing an 
Airport Appreciation Day.  
Have a pancake breakfast 
or a simple BBQ lunch.  
Provide a static display of 
airplanes.  If you have an 
EAA Chapter, conduct a 
Young Eagles day for the 
kids and their parents.  
Have music and a Keynote 
address by your senior 
politician.  We had CalFire 
there with their Attack 
Planes and CHP with their 
helicopters showing how 
they serve the community 

ment.  It contains all the information about 
your airport, Compatible Land Use Policies, the 
Airport Influence area, Safety Zones, Procedur-
al Policies, etc.  You can read a good example 
by going to: http://www.prcity.com/
government/departments/publicworks/
airport/master-plan.asp.  There is an excellent 
Planning book from CalTrans on this topic than 
can be found at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/documents/alucp/
AirportLandUsePlanningHandbook.pdf. 

Communication & Newsletters 
It is essential that you publish a regular News-
letter, and also maintain a website, if you have 
the resources.  A Newsletter is your single 
most powerful tool to inform the membership 
and the greater public, and also a mechanism 
to cause action.  All of your Association mem-
bers should receive this Newsletter, but copies 
should be sent to all of your City Council, and 
key City Staff including Airport Manager, Direc-
tor of Publc Works, and City Manager.  If you 
airport is County-owned, include the Supervi-
sors.  The Newsletter can easily be written us-
ing Microsoft Word and sent electronically in 
PDF format to everyone.  It costs nothing but 
your time and your volunteers.  The pen is 
mighty, as they say.  Don’t underestimate it!  
Go to here: http://www.prb-association.com/
Newsletters.html to see examples of news-
letters. 

Meetings 
Have regular meetings at the airport with your 
membership.  Have a section on the projects 
that the Association is currently working on.  
Have the Airport Manager participate.  Sign 
people up to help with the Association efforts.  
This is key. 

Establish Rapport with Politicians 
All politics are local.  The biggest leverage you 
can have is to get a simple majority of City 
Council or County Supervisors working with 
you 1-on-1.  Building these relationships takes 
time, but the investment is amazing.  Focus on 
the airport and how it is a partner in the Eco-
nomic Development of the area.  In addition to 
politicians, get City/County Staff involved. 

Phil Corman 

http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/publicworks/airport/master-plan.asp
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/alucp/AirportLandUsePlanningHandbook.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/alucp/AirportLandUsePlanningHandbook.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/alucp/AirportLandUsePlanningHandbook.pdf
http://www.prb-association.com/Newsletters.html
http://www.prb-association.com/Newsletters.html
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What and where is the North State you ask?  The North State is 

that portion of the state that lies well north of the Bay Area 

and Sacramento Metropolitan Regions.  Anything north of an 

East West line just below Chico and South of the Oregon bor-

der is considered the North State, although Humboldt & Del 

North Counties refer to their region as the “North Coast.”  

By all measures, topographically, economically, demograph-

ically, and politically, this region of the California is incredibly 

different than the lower 2/3 of the State and both pilots, air-

ports, and typical airport managements are no different. 

In this region of the State, there are three Part 139 airfields 

with the remaining 42 airports all run by county road depart-

ments.  You know, the departments where a County employee 

with little, if any education in airport management, and with 

no training, or experience either drew the short straw or was 

‘volunteered’ to manage the airport and given perhaps 40 

hours a year to do so.  And in my very short tenure as the Re-

gion 1 VP for CalPilots I have had more than one airport man-

ager tell me I am just one pilot; Translation:  They plan to ig-

nore, rather than listen and collaborate.  How many other pi-

lots have been given the same response to suggestions?  

Now because the nature of our region is rural, economi-

cally challenged, and low in population, pilots in the North 

State have not been able to speak to Airport Sponsors, 

Managers, or elected officials in part because many air-

ports either have no pilot tenants, or the numbers are 

small enough that it becomes easy for government em-

ployees to be dismissive as described above. 

How do you work to modify airport manager’s dismissive-

ness of pilots and move forward to achieve positive 

change for the benefit of our public airport infrastructure? 

You form a new CalPilots Chapter with pilots from several 

airports in order to reach sufficient membership numbers 

that Airport Sponsors, Managers, and officials will listen 

and you do it BEFORE there is a sudden or unforeseen 

threat.   

Spearheaded by a few pilots and airport tenants at several 

area airports in Region 1, along with local businesses, and 

civic leaders, we began the effort to form a new airports 

association to better coalesce those interested in support-

ing our airports transportation infrastructure into a single 

strong recognizable voice. 

And it’s very straightforward:  (1) Obtain approval from 

CalPilots to become a 501(c)3 charitable tax exempt chap-

ter under their group exemption (2) File incorporation 

papers (Articles of Incorporation & Bylaws – CalPilots has 

templates) with the CA Secretary of State’s office and get 

a corporate ID number (3) File for and obtain an Federal 

Tax ID with the IRS (4) File a SI-100 Charitable Organiza-

tion Form with the CA Attorney General’s office (5) File a 

Form 3500 or 3500A with the CA Franchise Tax Board re-

questing CA Tax Exempt Status…well that’s the bullet 

point list and while there are a few other details to attend 

to, they are minor and internal to a new CalPilots Chapter. 

A word to the wise…your efforts may be more successful 

than you think.  Our new North State Aviation Association, 

still in the formation process, reached membership of over 

130 within two weeks of the initial announcement. 

The author may be reached at 
paul.osterman@calpilots.org 

Starting a Local CalPilots Chapter in the North State 
by Paul Osterman, Vice President, Region 1



Joseph R. Crotti, former director of the California De-

partment of Aeronautics was a strong advocate for 

civilian use of military air bases in California and 

throughout the West.  Crotti served as aeronautics 

director under Govs. Ronald Reagan and Edmund G. 

(Jerry) Brown Jr. He also served for 15 years as West-

ern regional representative for the 325,000-member 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Assn. When he retired two 

months ago, the association honored him by creating 

the Joe Crotti Trophy for California General Aviation 

Advocacy. The award is made annually to a Californi-

an who carries forward Crotti's advocacy of the most 

effective use of all airfields.  This year’s recipient is 

Cal Pilot Vice President Carol Ford. 

Her work is exemplary and she works 24/7 to support 

California Airports.  We are proud to count her as one 

of ours! 
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Cal Pilots’ Carol Ford 
Receives Joseph Crotti Award 

Aviation and airports are complex activities that cross 
many disciplines and often involve review by CalPilots 
General Counsel, Karl Schweikert (right). At least once 
each month, CalPilots President Corl Leach (left) confers 
with Schweikert at the offices of ChurchwellWhite LLP in 
Sacramento, just steps from the Capitol. More than 
simply a legal advisor, Schweikert is a skilled aviator as 
well possessing Airline Transport Pilot and Flight Instruc-
tor Certificates. 
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Airport Advocacy Tools 

Generally speaking, we do not want to focus on 

“Saving” airports in California.  Rather, we want to 

“preserve” and ideally “grow” airports in the state.  

This is a key point that needs to be made.  Saving an 

airport is reactive and/or defensive.  This is not the 

primary methodology to enable airports to thrive. 

At Santa Monica, the effort is a defensive one.  

These battles usually lose and because the non-

flying public outnumbers aviation folks by 100:1 or 

much more. 

Pilots and Aviation Businesses are usually the 

strongest advocates of airports, but the focus de-

mands that preservation and growth be directed at 

the non-aviation population. 

I remember years ago that the general public was 

strongly for closing South Lake Tahoe airport.  After 

the airlines left, only old rich guys used the airport.  

KTVL was on a slippery slope towards failure.  Then 

the big wildfire happened.  You might ask what does 

that have to do with the airport.  After this large 

and devastating fire was controlled, the Chief was 

interviewed on the local news.  He talked about 

how difficult it was to contain the fire and they were 

constantly expanding the control lines as the fire 

jumped them and marched towards South Lake Ta-

hoe.  But then he made a seemingly innocent com-

ment, “If it were not for this airport, there might  

not be a South Lake Tahoe anymore”.  A few years 

ago, the runway got a huge capital improve-

ment.  The point is that the airport became 

relevant to the 99.9% of the population. 

As Airport Advocates, the mission should focus 

to “What does my airport do for me?” to the 

general population.  Pilots talking to pilots will 

not affect the 99.9%.  Saving cities from wild-

fires, earthquake first responder sites, medical 

evacuations, jobs, economic opportunities and 

the like hit home to Joe and Mary Q public. 

Providing regular ongoing airport success sto-

ries to the local newspapers, radio and tv is a 

key communications element. 

Emotional Things: Angel Flights and Pilots for 

Paws (Saving pets) hits emotional homeruns.  

Who doesn’t want to see a barking dog saved 

or a smiling child who was flown to receive 

critical medical attention. 

Economic Impact: Showing politicians and the 

public the economic contributions that the 

airport makes to the local economy, especially 

in revenue and jobs touches all families.  The 

University of Minnesota has developed an Eco-

nomic Impact Model that, once populated 

with local data, can show the tangible and in-

tangible impact of new development at an air-

port on the entire community.   

Great Tools 

NBAA Airport Advocate Guide 

https://www.nbaa.org/ops/airports/handbook/

airport-advocate-guide-2013.pdf 

AOPA Airport Advocacy Guides 

https://www.aopa.org/advocacy/airports-and-

airspace/airport-advocacy/resources 
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Fire Season Has Begun 
by Paula Jessup

It’s that time of year again, Fire Season.  TFR’s (Temporary 

Flight Restrictions) are popping up all over the place.  Flying 

from one place to another can be a real challenge at any giv-

en time as a lot can happen while you are up in the air or on 

the ground.  Here are several things to consider.  Where are 

the fires?  Which direction is the smoke blowing?  How bad 

are the smoke layers in the direction you are going?  Are you 

intersecting the course of any air tankers flying to and from a 

fire?  Also, you should know there can be a traffic holding 

area 12 miles away for aircraft working that fire.  So how will 

you get the answers to these questions? 

First off, how do TFR’s for fires get placed online?  The Dis-

patch from the Forest or District the fire is on will fill out a 

request for a TFR and send it to the FAA.  The FAA approves, 

completes, and uploads TFR onto website.  It can take time 

for a TFR to be loaded though.  A lot can happen during that 

time period.  Many websites will show the current fire TFR’s 

in place if you are on the ground researching the path you 

wish to fly.  When you are in the air, Flight Service will pro-

vide you with any TFR’s along your route.  The FAA actually 

advises you to call your local Flight Service Station for an up-

dated list of TFR’s.   

Now here is an important question for you.  Does the smoke 

only stay within the TFR for the fire?  A couple of years ago I 

had two pilots stop in for fuel.  One was a brand new pilot, 

the other was more experienced.  I suggested they come into 

the office after fueling so that I could show them where all 

the fires were, and where the smoke was most evident.  The 

new pilot told me he just needed to know the TFR’s as the 

smoke will be over the fires, and that’s it.  I looked at the 

other pilot hoping he realized the new pilot’s error.  I showed 

both of them a website that depicts very nicely the smoke 

layers for the direction they were heading.  The website I use 

is from wunderground.com: https://

www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?

lat=39.52640533&lon=-119.81219482&zoom=7&pin=Reno%

2C+NV .  I only select Active fire under the right hand layers 

drop down tab.  Zoom out as far as you need.  You could see 

the smoke layers all around the world.  Winds can cause the 

smoke from fires to shift at any given time.  Pilots need to be 

aware of any situations that they could face before or after 

their next fuel stop.  The more information a pilot has, the 

better decisions he/she will make, and the safer they will be. 

Tankers.  Why do you need to know about air tankers?  Over 

the last couple of years, more and more tankers are being 

used to fight fires.  These aircraft are huge.  And fast.  You 

may know where the TFR is for the fire, but do you know 

how many air tankers are in the air proceeding to and from 

tanker bases to fight those fires?  At any given time, up to 6-

7 air tankers can be traveling very quickly along that route.  

With the new ADS-B in and out equipment, you could find 

these aircraft easily.  Otherwise, realize that there are 13 

tanker bases in located in California: Redding, Rohnerville, 

Chico, Grass Valley, Ukiah, McClellan, Sonoma, Hollister, Por-

terville, Paso Robles, Hemet, and Ramona.  During a busy fire 

season, the tankers will be utilized from these areas.  One 

thing to note is that air tankers can respond from OR, WA, 

NV, or anywhere.  VLAT’s (Very Large Air Tankers) are only 

based at a few locations in the northwest and California be-

cause of runway lengths, weights, etc. so they could be re-

sponding from a long distance.   

Great weather brings all of us out to the airport to fly.  Be 

thorough in deciding your flight plan, getting a detailed 

briefing before you take off.  Educate yourself with the re-

sources available in order to make the safest choices possi-

ble.  Ask questions.  Make sure to keep your eyes open for all 

possible aircraft that could be sharing the skies with you, 

both planes and helicopters.  You don’t want to be in the sky 

and have this happen:  

https://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?lat=39.52640533&lon=-119.81219482&zoom=7&pin=Reno%2C+NV
https://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?lat=39.52640533&lon=-119.81219482&zoom=7&pin=Reno%2C+NV
https://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?lat=39.52640533&lon=-119.81219482&zoom=7&pin=Reno%2C+NV
https://www.wunderground.com/wundermap/?lat=39.52640533&lon=-119.81219482&zoom=7&pin=Reno%2C+NV
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Aircraft Spruce West - Customer Appreciation Day 

Saturday, October 8, 2016 (7:00 AM. -- 3:00 PM.) 

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co., 225 Airport Circle,
Corona, CA 92880, 951-372-9555 • 800-861-3192 

This is the time of year when we go all out by offering 
spectacular discounts on our most popular products 
and provide a chance for our loyal customers to meet 
our vendors.  

So come join the fun and get a chance to win big priz-
es. Enjoy a free grilled hot dog and cold soda on us!  

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR THE YOUNG EAGLES 
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We can help protect all our airports and communi-
ties by establishing DARTs at Cal Pilots affiliate chap-
ters and communicating our readiness and exercises 
to the surrounding communities through word of 
mouth and media. If all of us are running DARTs, we 
will be prepared to provide a lot of benefit to our 
communities, and help each other scale up a disas-
ter relief into a really large operation should it be-
come necessary. In 1985, after the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, 750,000 lbs of food was flown into Wat-
sonville airport by bay area pilots to feed the people 
in the surrounding areas.  The airlift was a huge 
success. More recently, an airbridge of GA aircraft 
operating out of Tehachapi airport kept a mountain 
community connected for several days after El Nino 
mudslides cut them off.  Fortunately, an airport was 
located on either side of the highway blocked by 
63,000 dump trucks worth of mud. The pilots said it 
was the most meaningful flying they had ever done. 
In California, Disasters will periodically happen, and 
pilots will be able to help. We might as well be 
better prepared for the inevitable and reap the air-
port preservation benefits of good publicity through 
our preparations. A community that knows it’s air-
port is a resource to protect them in a disaster is 
more likely to want to keep that airport when a 
competing land use threatens it. 

At San Martin airport, the SCAPA DART stands ready 
to help surrounding communities in an emergency. 
Each year we hold a disaster exercise at the local 
airport involving the surrounding cities’ emergency 
managers and the Community Emergency Response 
Teams (CERTs) comprised of local citizens backed by 
FEMA. We make a very small scale airlift that mod-
els what we expect to do in a larger airlift necessi-
tated by a disaster such as the Loma Prieta earth-
quake. Pilots get to fly, and some of the CERT mem-
bers get a chance to fly which they love. We donate 

Establishing Disaster Airlift Response Teams at our Airports 

By Paul Marshall (DART Chapter Coordinator for Cal Pilots) 
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food to the Saint Joseph’s Food Pantry, which makes the 
event even more worthwhile. All volunteers bring some 
food that we can fly in a mock transport operation and 
then donate to Saint Joseph’s. We also will ask a local 
food bank to donate to the Saint Joseph’s Family Center 
Food Pantry, and if they do, run a few flights to nearby 
airports to pick up the food for delivery.  

During the exercise, we run a volunteer sign-in table, a 
material and passenger check in table, a flight opera-
tions table, and ramp safety crew. We weigh the materi-
al and passengers and fill out aircraft load sheets to help 
assign the right amount of passengers and/or material 
for a given plane’s payload. The pilots fill out a data 
sheet on their plane so that the flight operations staff 
know how much to assign. Pilots need to carry liability 
insurance on their plane. The ramp safety crew pulls the 
material onto a cart, brings it to the plane, and helps the 
pilot load the material. They also unload arriving planes. 
The ramp safety crew ensures that the public stays with-
in the restricted safety zone established for that day.  
The entire effort takes about 5 hours from arrival at the 
airport to departure home. 

This is valuable since it makes all the ground volunteers, 
pilots, and organizers know that they have done some-
thing worthwhile. Word-of-mouth accounts from the 
CERT members and emergency managers help remind 
the community of why it is a good thing to have a near-
by airport. Media coverage can have a great benefit, 
too. Let’s get these DARTs established at all our member 
chapters. We’ve been at this for 8 years, and where we 
started was a lot more modest than where we are to-
day. Please start your DART today – We will help you 
with everything you need to begin. The important thing 
is to get started. Please contact me at 
paul.marshall@calpilots.org to talk about the possibili-
ties at your airport. 

mailto:peter.albiez@calpilots.org
http://www.calpilots.org/
mailto:paul.marshall@calpilots.org
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Drone Operations Near Airports and Enroute Altitudes 

Thinking drones are limited to 400’ AGL and there-
fore not likely to be a problem?  Think again. A re-
view of Drone NOTAMs (called and trademarked 
Dronetams by SkyVector.com website revealed UAS 
NOTAMs issued by 333 exexempt holders, commer-
cial and public entities in areas including and sur-
rounding airports and at enroute altitutudes that pi-
lots may wish to become familiar.  Although the two 
shown here at Cape Blanco Statee in Oregon and 
across a wide swath of the Northwestern Puget 
Sound Area are low altitude, they surprisingly do not 

except airport traffic areas.  I contacted several airport manag-
ers in these affected areas to inquire whether or not they ob-
jected to operations in and around traffic patterns and ap-
proach/departure zones as permitted by the FAA and how they 
planned to communicate their decisions to pilots.. To a manag-
er, they all indicated they trusted the operators to remain clear 
of manned aircraft operations. 

More Info: https://www.faa.gov/uas/regulations_policies/ 
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Name: __________________________________________________________________ 1 Home Airport: ____________________________ 
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Home Phone: (___)___-_______ Work Phone: (___)___-_______FAX: (___)___-___________ Cell Phone (___)____-__________ 
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Please send your check with the application, or fill out credit card information. MasterCard ___ or VISA ___  

Card# ______________________________________________________________    Expiration Date ______/______/_________  

 

Signature ___________________________________________________________ Date__________________________________ 

CALPILOTS is a 501(c)(3) organization — membership dues and donations may be tax deductible. 

Donation $  3 PAC Donation $    (Political Action Committee- not tax deductible) 

3 Occupation__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Employer_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1. Required 

2. (4 Digit ZIP Extension required for newsletter delivery, please provide if known)3. For Political Action Committee (PAC) donations over $100, 

above information required by law  

Renewals or New Memberships only please mail to: California Pilots Association ,1414 K St., 3rd Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814 

>>Note: Please use the above  address only for membership applications and renewals<< 

YOU MAY ALSO JOIN OR RENEW ON LINE AT OUR WEBSITE : www.calpilots.org  
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FEDERAL AND STATE CONTACTS 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20590 

FAX (202) 456-2461 

president@whitehouse.gov 

 

Secretary of Transportation 

Ray LaHood 

U. S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Phone (202) 366-4000 

Dot.gov.comments@ost.dot.gov  
 

FAA Administrator Michael P. Huerta 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

Phone (202) 366-4000  

1-866-835-532 

Contact FAA 

 

Governor Jerry Brown 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 916-445-2841 

Fax: 916-445-4633 

http://www.govmail.ca.gov  

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3553 

Web Form: boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/  

 

Senator Diane Feinstein 

Hart Senate Office Building 112 

Washington, DC 20510 

Phone (202) 224-3841 

http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?

FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe  

 

 

Find your California Congressman here 

www.californiacongressman.com 

 

Gary Cathey, Chief Division of Aeronautics 

Department of Transportation, 

Division of Aeronautics, MS #40 

P. O. Box 942874, Sacramento, 

CA 94274-0001 

Phone (916) 654-5470  

Fax - 916.653.9531 

gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov  

 

For Cal Senate and Assembly contacts 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html 
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California Airport and Pilot Political Action Committee 

 WHAT IS A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (PAC)? 

The California Airport and Pilot Political Action Committee is sponsored by California Pilots 

Association (CALPILOTS). The PAC is an independent legal entity adminis-

tered by a board of Trustees. All bookkeeping is separate from CALPILOTS 

and regular reports of income and disbursements are made to the Califor-

nia Secretary of State. All funding is received from voluntary contributions. 

No CALPILOTS membership dues are used for this purpose. 

 WHY DO WE NEED A PILOT PAC? 

As a tax-exempt, California Mutual Benefit corporation and a Federal 501(c)

(3) nonprofit organization, CALPILOTS cannot engage in any “substantial amount” of political 

activity. The PAC provides an opportunity for the aviation community to support “aviation-

friendly”; legislators and candidates. This includes members of city councils, county boards 

of supervisors and state legislators. Through the PAC the aviation community can support 

legislation that is favorable to aviation. 

The PAC Trustees decide which California Senate and California Assembly incumbents or 

candidates to support or oppose. Local airport pilot representatives decide which city council 

or county supervisor candidates to support. Local pilots groups have found that banner tow-

ing can be a very effective means of supporting a local ”aviation-friendly” candidate. For ex-

ample, a banner might read “Smith for Supervisor” or ‘Jones for City Council” or a direct con-

tribution to their campaign. Information for supporting a local candidate can be obtained by 

contacting the PAC Committee, or 1-800-319-5286. 

PAC Committee    Contributions can be made to payable to: 

 CALIFORNIA AIRPORT AND PILOT PAC 

    Chairman 

1414 K St., 3rd Floor  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

PAC contributions are not tax deductible. 

CALIFORNIA AIRPORT AND PILOT PAC 

California ID 811653 

mailto:president@whitehouse.gov
mailto:Dot.gov.comments@ost.dot.gov
http://www.faa.gov/contact/
http://www.govmail.ca.gov
http://boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/
mailto:http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe
mailto:http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe
http://www.californiacongressman.com
gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html


California Pilots Association 

1414 K St., 3rd Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: (800) 319-5286 

E-mail: inquiries@calpilots.org 

California Pilots Association is a 

nonprofit, mutual-benefit 501(c) (3) 

California Corporation  
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www.calpilots.org 
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CALPILOTS BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 The aviation businesses listed below are business sponsors of CALPILOTS, and made generous contributions, which help to ensure that your flight freedoms continue. 

They deserve your patronage and support of all California Pilots and Aviation Enthusiasts.  

Tell them you are a CALPILOTS member and appreciate their support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gemini Flight Support (MER) 
3515 Hardstand Ave. 
Atwater, CA 95301-5148 
(209) 725-1455 
gemini@elite.net 
www.geminiflightsupport.com 
 
 
We urge our members to  support our Part-
ners.  Use the link below to see the full list 
on our Website: 
 
http://www.calpilots.org/index.php?
option=com_civicrm&task=civicrm/
pro-
file&reset=1&gid=36&force=1&search=0&It
emid=135 
 
Hangar Network 
2221 E. Arapahoe Rd., Ste 2192 
Centennial, CO 80161 
855-942-6427 
rve@hangarnetwork.com 
www.hangarnetwork.com 

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co.  
225 Airport Circle 
Corona, CA 92880  
Tel: 951-372-9555 
Fax: 951-372-0555  
Toll Free: 877-477-7823  
http://www.aircraftspruce.com/ 
 
Clay Lacy Aviation (VNY) 
7435 Valjean Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
(818) 989-2900 
FAX (818) 904-3450  
 www.claylacy.com 
 
Precissi Flying Service (Q80) 
11919 N. Lower Sacramento Rd. 
Lodi, CA  95242-9248 
(209) 369-4408 
 
Pacific Coast Avionics Corporation 
Aurora State Airport, 22783 Airport 
Rd NE, 
Aurora, OR 97002 
503-678-6242 
800-353-0370 
Fax: 503-678-6292 
www.pacificcoastavionics.com 

Bud Field Aviation (HWD) 
Hangar Address: 
22005 SkyWest Drive 
Hayward, CA 94541 
(510) 782-9063 
FAX 510-782-9081 
 www.budfieldaviation.com 
 
Churchwell White LLP 
1414 K Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 468-0950 
www.churchwellwhite.com 

 

Perris Valley Skydiving 
2091 Goetz Rd. 
Perris, CA 92570-9315 
1 (800) 832-8818 
FAX +1 (951) 657-5904 
http://skydiveperris.com 
 
Cal Aggie Flying Farmers 
University Airport 
Davis, CA 95616 
530-752-3067 
caffuadc@calaggieflyers.com 
www.calaggieflyers.com 
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